AMERICAN CONNECTIONS
A LIST OF BOOKS
MANUSCRIPTS & EPHEMERA
FOR

FIRSTS ONLINE
FEBRUARY 2021

AMERICANA - CANADIANA - WEST INDIES
AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
SLAVERY - ABOLITION

Samuel Gedge Ltd
1 Stable Yard
Gunton Park
Hanworth
Norwich
NR11 7HJ
United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0)1263 768 471
rarebooks@samuelgedge.com
www.samuelgedge.com

Samuel Gedge & Ernesta Campaner

Please do not hesitate to request the holding of items
if delayed expedition is required due to Covid-19 disruption.

ABA trade terms apply.
All items offered subject to prior sale.
VAT number: GB 897420290.
Please note that VAT will be applied to UK orders of unbound manuscripts
and other standard-rated items.
Deferred billing for institutional customers usually can be accommodated -please enquire.
Prices listed do not include postage/shipping, which will be charged.
Payment of any import duty & taxes is the responsibility of the purchaser.
Further digital images can be supplied on request.
Images reproduced in this catalogue are not to scale.
Any item purchased from this catalogue will be subject to the Consumer Contracts (Information, Cancellation and Additional
Charges) Regulations, December 2013. These regulations entitle you to return the item purchased within 14 days of receipt. If
you do so, we will reimburse all payments received from you, including the costs of delivery. We may make a deduction from the
reimbursement for loss in value of any goods supplied, if the loss resulted from unnecessary handling by you. We will reimburse
you within 14 days of receiving the goods back, or (if earlier) 14 days after the day you provide evidence that you have returned
them. The full text of these conditions will be supplied with your order, or is available at any time on request. GDPR: to update
contact details or for removal from our catalogue list please email rarebooks@samuelgedge.com

,

Rare books, manuscripts, prints & drawings

Samuel Gedge

SPANISH CONQUEST OF THE WEST INDIES

1. LAS CASAS, Bartolomé de. Histoire admirable des horribles insolences, cruautez, & tyrannies exercees par les Espagnols es Indes Occidentales ... fidelement traduite par Iaques de
Miggrode.
[Geneva, Gabriel Cartier.] 1582. Second edition in French. 8vo (15 x 9.5cm) [16], 222, [2, blank]pp., tip of 1 leaf with
small tear not touching text, 1 leaf becoming loose, occasional negligible paper toning, original limp vellum, a little
rubbed with some patches of dustiness but sound, spine with early manuscript title.

A scarce early edition of the influential first French translation of Brevísima relación de la destrucción de las Indias
(Seville, 1552), the seminal account of the barbarity of the Spanish conquest of the West Indies, written by
the Dominican friar Bartholomé de las Casas (1484-1566).This translation by Jacques de Miggrode was published first in Antwerp in 1579. The present edition, which bears no indication of publisher or place of production, was printed at Geneva in 1582 by Gabriel Cartier. A Parisian edition was published, also in 1582,
by Guillaume Julien, under the title Tyrannies et cruautez des Espagnols ... Miggrode’s translation, loaded with
anti-Spanish propaganda, became a significant text in the Protestant propagation of the Black Legend. It was
Miggrode’s version that was translated both into English as The Spanish colonie (London, 1583), and also into
Latin for Theodore de Bry’s graphically-illustrated edition Narratio Regionum Indicarum per Hispanos devastarum
verissimi (Frankfurt,1598).

Sabin 11269; Alden, European Americana 582/23; Palau 46981.

£4500
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LIFE IN THE HAMPTONS AFTER REVOLUTIONARY WAR

2. [HOWELL, Matthew.] Matthew Howell’s Book of accompts ...
[Southampton (Long Island, New York), 1784-c.1816.] Autograph manuscript, ink on paper. Folio (21 x 32cm) [12, index],
69, 67-73 leaves, numbered on versos, with accounts penned on both rectos & versos, old waterstaining throughout but entirely
legible, first few leaves a little frayed at edges (no loss of text), first page with ink inscription: “Matthew Howell’s Book of
accompts Southampton Decr. 6th Anno Dom 1784”, contemporary plain vellum, discoloured in places with wear to extremities
but binding sound, together with: [Receipt recording subscription by “Mr Matthew Howell to Alden Spooner, Dr. for the LongIsland Star, from June 1, 1812, to December 1, 1812 . ...” single sheet (16 x 16.5cm) printed receipt with manuscript completions.

This manuscript account book records the shoemaking business of Matthew Howell (1764-1824) of
Southampton, Long Island, New York, between 1784 and c.1816. Howell had served during the American War
of Independence, enlisting in 1776 in the regiment of Col. Josiah Smith (1723-1786). After the war, on 16
January 1786 at Sag Harbor, he married Hannah Latham (1767-1834). Howell’s activity as a cordwainer, making
and repairing different types of shoes for local residents, seems to have occupied most of his time, however he is
recorded also tanning hides, carting hay and selling foodstuffs including cheese and corn. He must have had some
knowledge of the language of the Shinnecock tribe of Native American Indians as there is a record of him charging
“Zebulon Wick” 4 shillings “to right in Shinecock” [fol. 23]. The accounts of more than one hundred customers
are listed, with names including: Obadiah Cooper, Thomas Jones, David Burnet, Matthew Sayre, William White,
Silas Cooper, Abraham Sayre, Hannah Brown, John Millar, Charles Cooper, Capt. William Havens, Paul Sayre,
Nathan Jagger, Moses Halsey, Peter Negro, Ephraim Howell, Stephen Howell, Moses Culver Junr., Joseph
Goldsmith, Silas Paine, Silvanus Jagger, Thomas Backster, John Rennels, the celebrated silversmith Elias
Pelletreau (1726-1810), Joel Sandford, Henry Smith, James Jagger, Mehitabel Stephens, Uriah Rogers, Zebulon
Wick, Silas Halsey, James Post, Daniel Mulford, Isaack Ludlam, Wakeman Foster, Christopher Foster, Capt. James
White, Solomon Stockhouse, Lemuel Halsey, Joseph Goodall, Jeremiah Ludlam, Adonijah Raynor, David Jacob
(a member of the Shinnecock tribe of Native American Indians) and John Green.
This substantial manuscript volume constitutes a valuable record of Southampton social history at the end of the
eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth century.
£6500

4

Rare books, manuscripts, prints & drawings

Samuel Gedge

NEW ENGLAND MINISTER CONVERTED TO CATHOLICISM

3. THAYER, John. Relacion de la conversion del Sr. Juan Thayer, antes ministro Protestante
en Boston en la America septentrional, y convertido a la religion Catolica en Roma el dia
25. De Mayo de 1783 ...
Barcelona, por la Viuda Piferrer. [1788.] First edition in Spanish. 24mo (10 x 14cm) 96pp., first & last few pages with
some negligible dustiness, light wear to extremities, nineteenth century marbled paper wrapper.

First edition in Spanish translation, scarce, of this account of the conversion to Roman Catholicism of the
New England Congregationalist minister John Thayer (1755-1815). Born in Boston and educated at Yale,
Thayer had served as a chaplain during the American War of Independence. On a visit to Rome in 1783 he
was moved to convert to Roman Catholicism and in 1789 was ordained as a Roman Catholic priest in Paris.
After stints in Boston, Virginia and Kentucky, he returned to Europe, settling in Ireland at Limerick. This
Spanish edition was translated from the French, itself a translation of the English edition first published as
An account of the conversion of the Reverend Mr. John Thayer, lately a Protestant minister, at Boston in North America,
who embraced the Roman Catholic religion at Rome ... (London, 1787).
Sabin 95253; Palau 331310.

£1250
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INUIT, NATIVE AMERICANS & SLAVES CONVERTED BY MORAVIAN MISSIONS

4. HOLMES, John. Historical sketches of the missions of the United Brethren for propagating the Gospel among the heathen, from their commencement to the present time.
Dublin, printed by R. Napper. 1818. First edition. 8vo (14 x 22cm) v, [3], 472pp., a very good, crisp copy in contemporary calf-backed marbled boards, spine gilt-ruled with red morocco label titled in gilt, book label of “FrancesViscountess
Lorton [d.1841]”, negligible wear to extremities.

First edition, scarce, of this important and substantial history of the Moravian missions in the eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries, including accounts of missionary activity amongst the Inuit of Greenland and
Labrador, and amongst several Native American Indian tribes, including the Mohicans of New York state, the
Delaware of Pennsylvania and the Cherokee in Georgia. Other missions include those in Suriname, amongst
slaves in the Danish West Indies and in Jamaica, Antigua, St. Kitt’s, and also efforts in South Africa and
Central Asia. The author was the Moravian bishop John Beck Holmes (1767-1843), born in Copenhagen as
Johanes Holm, who after training at Barby taught at the seminary at the Moravian community at Fulneck in
Leeds. This compendious volume was produced during his tenure as “minister of the Brethren’s congregation in Dublin”, before his ordination in 1825 as a bishop and return to Fulneck. A second edition was
printed at London in 1827. Sabin 32606.
£950
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NEWS FROM ANGLICAN MISSIONARIES
IN CANADA

6

5

5. BAGOT, Lewis. A sermon preached before the
Incorporated Society for
the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts;
At their anniversary
meeting in the Parish
Church of St. Mary-leBow, on Friday February
19, 1790 ...
London, printed by S. Brooke. 1790.
First edition? 4to (17.5 x 22.5cm)
83, [1]pp., very good in original
marbled paper wrapper.

News from Anglican missionaries on the progress of their ministries during 1789 in Newfoundland, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec and Cape Breton are appended to this sermon by Lewis Bagot (1741-1802),
bishop of Norwich, read 19 February 1790 before the annual meeting of the Incorporated Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. After the American War of Independence led to the cessation of
the Society’s activities in the United States, the Anglican missionary activity of the organisation became
focused primarily on British North America. In addition to annual accounts and a list of missionaries and their
salaries, the content here offers much information on the progress of church building and the expansion of
congregations: “Two letters have been received from Mr. Beardsley, missionary at Maugerville, by which the
Society are informed, that he has received the quarto bible and prayer book, and the religious tracts, which
he will distribute amongst his people. He had twice visited the people on the Oromocto river, where he met
a decent congregation, and also the people on the Grand Lake ... he recommends Mr. Walter Dibblee ... of
Stamford in New England, to be the schoolmaster ...”
Sabin 2715.

MISSIONS IN NEWFOUNDLAND, NOVA SCOTIA & NEW BRUNSWICK

£450

6. DOUGLAS, John. A sermon preached before the Incorporated Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts; At their anniversary meeting in the Parish Church of St. Maryle-Bow, on Friday February 15, 1793 ...
London, printed by S. Brooke. 1793. First edition. 4to (17.5 x 22.5cm) 89, [1]pp., very good in original marbled paper
wrapper, title penned in contemporary ink inscription on front cover.

Information concerning the progress of Anglican missions in Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Canada during 1792 are appended to this sermon by John Douglas (1721-1807), bishop of Salisbury,
preached on 15 February 1793 at the annual meeting of the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts. In addition to his successful clerical career Douglas built a reputation as a writer. A
caustic critic and able historian, he is remembered in particular for assisting with the editing of the journals
of Captain James Cook. These qualities are in evidence in this sermon, which contains scholarly references to
the history of the Society’s missionary activity in America, communicating the “knowledge of the laws of Christ
... to the negroe slaves, who, by a disgraceful traffic, are introduced from Africa to our settlements; and to
the tribes of North American Indians, who border upon them.” The education of slaves and improvements in
their treatment, in particular on the Codrington Estate plantations with which the Society was involved, are
mentioned.The reports from missionaries offer much detail concerning the growth of Anglican congregations
amongst the indigenous tribes of British North America: “Mr Dibblee is much beloved by the Indians, and respected by the Whites, and has made some progress in the Indian language, so as able to converse on common
subjects ... the Society have furnished him with a quantity of Indian prayer-books, published by the late excellent Col. Claus ... the most remarkable occurence with the Indians is, that they begin to think seriously of cultivating land and relinquishing their present wandering mode of life ...”
Sabin 20685.

£450
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AMERICAN CONNECTIONS IN METHODIST SAMMELBAND

7. HALIFAX, Samuel. Saint Paul’s doctrine of justification by faith explained in three
discourses, preached before the University of Cambridge, in the year 1760.
Cambridge, printed by J. Bentham. 1762. Second edition. [4], viii, 68pp. [BOUND WITH]

GREEN, John. The principles and practices of the Methodists farther considered; in a letter
to the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield.
Cambridge, printed by J. Bentham. 1761. First edition. [2], 74pp. [BOUND WITH]

GREEN, John. The principles and practices of the Methodists considered, in some letters to
the leaders of that sect. The first addressed to the Reverend Mr. B-e. Wherein are some
remarks on his two letters to a clergyman in Nottinghamshire, lately published.
London, printed for W. Bristow. 1761. Second edition, corrected. [2], 78pp. [BOUND WITH]

[DOUGLAS, John.] An apology for the clergy; with a view to expose the groundless assertions of a late commentator on the 107th psalm; and to undeceive the admirers of certain
popular declaimers, by shewing the dangerous consequences of their manner of preaching.
London, printed for S. Bladon. 1755. Second edition. [2], 37, [1]pp. [BOUND WITH]
DOWNES, John. Methodism examined and exposed: or, the clergy’s duty of guardingtheir
flocks against false teachers.
London, printed for John Rivington. [1759.] First edition. 106, [2]pp. [BOUND WITH]
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[GREY, Zachary.] A serious address to Lay-Methodists, to beware of the false pretences
of their teachers. With an appendix, containing an account of the fatal and bloody effects
of enthusiasm; in the case of the family of the Dutartres, in South-Carolina. Which was
attended with the murder of two persons, and the execution of four for those murders.
London, printed for William Russel. 1745. First edition. [2], 29, [1]pp. [BOUND WITH]

WESLEY, John. Original letters between the Reverend Mr. John Wesley, and Mr. Richard
Tompson, respecting the doctrine of assurance, as held by the former: wherein that tenet
is fully examined. With some strictures on Christian perfection.
London, printed for L. Davis. 1760. First edition. 52pp. [BOUND WITH]

[GIBSON, Edmund.] The Bishop of London’s pastoral letter to the people of his diocese;
... by way of caution, against lukewarmness on one hand, and enthusiasm on the other.
London, printed by S. Buckley. 1739. Fourth edition. 32pp. [BOUND WITH]

DODD, William. A conference, between a mystic, an Hutchinsonian, a Calvinist, a
Methodist, a member of the Church of England, and others. Wherein the tenets of each
are freely examined, and discussed.
London, printed for L. Davis. [1761.] First edition. [4], 103, [1]pp. [BOUND WITH]

TRAPP, Joseph. The nature, folly, sin, and danger, of being righteous over-much; with a
particular view to the doctrines and practices of certain modern enthusiasts.
London, printed for William Russel. 1758. Fifth edition. 68pp. [BOUND WITH]

STOKES, Joseph. Observations on the assistance of the Holy-Spirit.
London, printed for A.Webley. 1760. First edition. xiv, [2], 38pp., together 11 pamphlets bound in 1 volume, 8vo
(13.5 x 20.5cm) several title-pages with early ink ownership signatures of “John Botham”, very good in eighteenth
century sheep-backed patterned paper boards, spine with original gilt-stamped label, wear to extremities, joints
cracked but boards remaining attached firmly on stitching.

This sammelband of 11 primarily Methodist-related tracts contains a number of scarce titles. Zachary
Grey’s A serious address to Lay-Methodists (1745) includes “an account of the fatal and bloody effects of
enthusiasm; in the case of the family of the Dutartres, in South-Carolina. Which was attended with the
murder of two Persons, and the execution of four for those murders”. Original letters between the Reverend
Mr. John Wesley, and Mr. Richard Tompson, respecting the doctrine of assurance (1760) appears to be very scarce
(Baker 202B). The tract by Joseph Stokes, “curate of All Hallows Steyning” titled Observations on the assistance of the Holy-Spirit (1760) is perhaps the rarest item here, with ESTC listing 4 copies only
(Birmingham Central Libraries; British Library; Lambeth Palace Library; Chetham’s Library,
Manchester).
£2500
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UNIFICATION OF PROTESTANTS - INFLUENTIAL IN AMERICA

8. PUFENDORF, Samuel.The divine feudal law: or, covenants with mankind, represented.Together with means for the uniting of Protestants. In which also the principles of the Lutheran
churches are stated and defended ...
London, printed for John Wyat. 1703. First edition in English. 8vo (12 x 20cm) [16], 365, [3]pp., with half-title and
final 3pp. of ads., first few leaves with some negligible fraying at upper blank margin (not affecting text), title-page with
contemporary ink ownership inscription (“D. Das”?), modern bookplate (“PH exlibris”), contemporary speckled calf, front
joint sometime strengthened imperceptibly, light wear to extremities.

First edition in English, scarce, of this significant treatise on the “uniting of Protestants” by the German
philosopher Samuel von Pufendorf (1632-1694). Intended as a manifesto for a possible reunification of
Lutherans and Calvinists, the work was first published in Latin as Jus feciale Divinum (Lubeck, 1695). Here
the translator Theophilus Dorrington (1654-1715) has added a short introduction for the English reader:
“He wrote it with the blessed design to serve and promote peace and union among the Protestant churches
in Germany ... the state of the church being much the same with us in England, as it is with them, we may
reckon ... that such an essay or endeavour ... is very seasonable and proper, and may be useful to us ...”
Pufendorf’s political philosophy, especially De jure naturae et gentium (Lund, 1672), exerted a notable influence
on American thought in the second half of the eighteenth century, in particular upon Thomas Jefferson
(1743-1826).
£1250
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AMERICAN STUDIES FOR GERMANS - HARVARD CONNECTION

9. EBELING, Christoph Daniel. Vermischte Aufsatze in englischer Prose hauptsächlich zum
Besten derer welche diese Sprache in Rücksicht auf bürgerliche Geschäfte lernen wollen ...
Hamburg bei den Gebrüdern Herold. 1789. Fifth edition. 8vo (12 x 19.5cm) xii, 333pp., half-title (in English), very good
in contemporary calf, spine in compartments with gilt-ruled raised bands, floral tools, original leather label titled in gilt,
light wear to extremities.
Printed in the northern German port city of Hamburg in 1789, this miscellany of English extracts bears an
introduction in German by the editor Christoph Daniel Ebeling (1741-1817), professor of history and Greek
at Hamburg. Ebeling seems to have prepared the book as a reader to improve the knowledge of his German
students in both English and geography. His special interest in American studies is in evidence in his selection
of the more than thirty different extracts here, with titles including: “View of the climate, trade and soil of
Barbados ... Remarks on the present state of the trade of Massachusets-Bay ... Bancroft’s Description of
Berbice, Demerary and Essequebo ... ” Among the literary selections are offered: “Smollet’s satirical
description of London and Bath ... Some chapters out of Fielding’s Tom Jones ... Gulliver’s voyage to Liliput
and Brobdignac ...” After Ebeling‘s death his substantial library, rich in books relating to America, was
purchased by the merchant Israel Thorndike (1755-1832) who donated it to Harvard University. First
printed in 1773, all editions appear to be rare.
Not in ESTC, which locates 2 copies only of the fourth edition (Hamburg, 1784: British Library, Estonian
Academy of Sciences).
£650
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MEDICAL SAMMELBAND: SCURVY STUDIED BY FRENCH WEST-INDIAN

12

10. LE MEILLEUR, Jacques. De scorbuto dissertatio medica, auctore Jacobo Le Meilleur, ex urbe
Port-au-Prince, in insulâ Saint-Domingue, apùd Americanos ...
Monspelii, Joannem Martel. 1770. First edition. 4to (20 x 25.5cm) 105, [3]pp., very good, bound together with more than 70
other medical dissertations in 1 volume (occasional minor defects, overall in very good condition), 18th century French sheep,
spine gilt in compartments with floral tools, original red leather label titled in gilt, marbled endpapers, all edges red, light wear
to extremities.
This substantial sammelband contains more than seventy eighteenth century medical dissertations, the majority
printed at Paris or Montpellier. Of particular interest here is the scarce first edition of a lengthy dissertation on
scurvy by Jacques le Meilleur, a resident of the French colony of Saint Domingue on the Caribbean island of Hispaniola. Published in the course of his studies at the celebrated medical school at Montpellier, the work contains
numerous references to such authorities as James Lind (1716-1794), Richard Russell (1687-1769) and Richard
Walter (1717-1785), who in 1740 had sailed as naval chaplain on the Centurion, Anson’s flagship for his voyage
around the world. A French edition was published as Traité sur la scorbut ... (Paris, 1774). Subjects of other dissertations included here range from the emerging concept of nutrition (Pierre Thouvenel, De corpore nutritivo, et de nutritione tentamen chymico-medico ... Piscenis, J. Duret, 1770), to obstetrics (François-Louis Joseph Solayrés de Renhac,
Elementorum artis obstetriciae compendium … Monspelii, Joannis Martel, 1765).
9Le Meilleur: Wellcome III, p.485.
£950
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PLANS FOR SWEDISH EXPANSION IN THE WEST INDIES

13

11. [AMERICA.] Kongl. Maj:ts nådige Privilegium, på en Handels och Siö-farts inråttande på
America, för Handelsmännerne Abraham och Jacob Arfwedson & Compagnie. Giswit Stcokholm
i Råd-Cammaren d.2. Dec. 1745.
Stockholm, Kongl.Tryckeriet. [1745.] First edition. 4to (16.5 x 21.5cm) [8]pp., a fine copy, uncut and unopened, never bound.

Plans for an overseas trading company to be operated in the West Indies are outlined in this pamphlet which records
privileges granted 2 December 1745 to the Swedish bankers and ship owners Abraham and Jacob Arfwedson by
King Frederick I of Sweden. The Arfwedsons hoped to begin their scheme in 1746 by taking over the expiring licence of the Swedish East India Company and then expand into trading in the Americas. They also intended to
create a Swedish colony in the Caribbean. These plans never came to fruition for the Arfwedson’s failed to attract
sufficient foreign capital and did not take over of the licence for the Swedish East India Company. It was not until
1784, when they gained control of the island of St. Barthélemy, that the Swedes possessed a colony in the Caribbean.
The Swedish West India Company was founded in 1786 and operated from the island until 1805.

Alden, European Americana 745/203.

£750
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ADMINISTRATION OF SWEDISH WEST INDIAN COLONY

12. [WEST INDIES.] ... His Majestys of Sweden ordinance and edict about fees for awards, decrees
and other writtings, contracts and attestations relating to the Office of Justice in the Island of
S:t Bartholomew in the West Indies. Given at the palace of Stockholm the 2 of May 1797.
Stockholm,Tryckt i Kongl.Tryckereit. 1797. Broadside. Folio (42 x 54cm) text in three columns in English, French and Swedish
with accompanying tables of fees, uncut, folded along centre, very good.

A scarce broadside concerning the administration of the Swedish island colony of Saint Barthélemy in the West
Indies. France ceded the island to the Swedes in 1784, with privileges being granted to Swedish West India
Company in 1786. This small island became an important base for Swedish trade, including the slave trade. The
sheet provides a tri-lingual (Swedish, French & English) list detailing official fees for conveyancing, preparation
of inventories of estates, and other legal services relating to the island , including some maritime and mercantile
matters: “for the protest of a bill of exchange”, “for maritim [sic] passports” and “entering a sea protest”.

Not traced in ESTC. OCLC lists 6 copies (National Library of Sweden; New York Public Library; John Carter
Brown Library; Harvard University Law School Library; University of Minnesota; University of California,
Berkeley).
£450
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WEST INDIES TRADING VOYAGES BY DANISH MERCHANTS

13. [CHRISTIAN VII.] Placat, betreffend wie die Schiffs-Rheder oder Schiffer und deren
Mannschaft Häuer und Verhäuerungs-Contracte mit einander errichten sollen, wenn die Schiffe
nach Ost-oder Westindien, oder auf andere lange Reisen von Dännemark, Norwegen und Holstein
gehen ... Friedensburg, den 28sten Junii 1781.
Flensburg, Serringhausenschen Buchdruckerey. [1781.] First edtion. 4to (18.5 x 23cm) [4]pp. on bifolium, uncut & unbound
as issued, very good. [TOGETHER WITH]

[CHRISTIAN VII.] Patent wegen der mit dem Schifsvolk bey Seefahrten nach Ost- und Westindien
oder andern langen Reisen zu errichtenden Häuer-Contracte, wie auch der den Schiffern oder
Rehdern in Ansehung der zurückzubringenden Seeleute obliegenden Verpflichtung ... Christiansburg, den 12ten März 1783.
Copenhagen, P.M. Höpffner. [1783.] First edition. 4to (17 x 21cm) [7], [1, blank] pp., small contemporary ink shelfmark penned
in corner of title-page, unopened & unbound as issued, very good. [TOGETHER WITH]

[CHRISTIAN VII.] Placat, betreffend den Gebrauch fremder und aller Arten sowohl neuer als
alter Schiffe, auch zur Fahrt auf St.Croix, ohne Abgabe und Rücksicht auf die Qualität der Schiffe
... Christiansburg, den 19 Januarii 1781.
Copenhagen, Nicolaus Christian Höpffner. [1781.] First edition. 4to (16 x 20cm) [3], [1, blank] pp. on bifolium, small contemporary ink shelfmark penned in corner of title-page, unbound as issued, very good.

Three rare ordinances concerning the regulation of Danish mercantile voyages to the West Indies during the reign
of king Christian VII (1749-1808) of Denmark and Norway. Printed in German, these rules for the drawing up of
contracts between shipowners, masters and crew when sailing to the West Indies, East Indies or on long journeys
from Denmark, Norway or Holstein, and also the obligations incumbent upon ship owners and captains in relation
to bringing back their crews are detailed in two separate ordinances here. The first was printed in 1781 at the port
town of Flensburg, then a centre for the distilling of rum from sugar imported from the West Indies, the second
issued in 1783 at Copenhagen. The third ordinance, issued in Copenhagen in 1781, concerns the regulation of different types of ships, in particular those sailing to the Caribbean island of St. Croix, then a Danish colony.
I. Not traced in OCLC. II. Not traced in OCLC. III. OCLC lists 1 copy only (John Carter Brown Library).

£750
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SWEDISH WEST INDIA COMPANY FOUNDED

14. [SWEDISH WEST INDIA COMPANY.] Kongl.
maj:ts nådiga privilegium, til uprättande af et Swenskt Westindiskt handels-compagnie. Gifwet Upsala
slott then 31 october 1786.
Stockholm, Kongl. Tryckeriet. [1786.] First edition. 4to (18 x
21.5cm) [12]pp., uncut, unbound as issued, small ink annotations
in margin of title-page, very good.

This pamphlet outlines the privileges granted to a newlyformed Swedish West India Company for a fifteen year period, beginning 1 January 1787. Swedish activity in the
Caribbean was given new impetus in 1784 with the acquisition of the island colony of Saint Barthélemy, ceded by France
in exchange for trading rights at the port of Gothenburg. On
Saint Barthélemey the port of La Carénage was renamed
Gustavia, becoming a major base for Swedish trade, including
the slave trade. In the text here (point 14 out of 18) are details noting that the new company is permitted to operate in
the slave trade at Angola and along the coast of Africa.
OCLC lists 5 locations (UCLA; University of Delaware; University of Minnesota; John Carter Brown Library; National
Library of Sweden).
£450
ANTI-SLAVERY TREATY BETWEEN GREAT
BRITAIN & SWEDEN

15. [SLAVE TRADE.] Tractat, till slafhandelns afskaffande, emellan hans maj:t konungen af Swerige och
Norrige å ena, samt hans maj:t konungen af det
förenade riket Stora Britannien och Irland ...Traité,
pour la répression de la traite des noirs, entre sa majesté le roi de Suède et de Norvège d’une part, et sa
majesté le roi du Royaume uni de la Grande Bretagne et de l’Irlande ... à Stockholm le 6 Novembre
1824 ...
Stockholm, tryckt i Kongl.Tryckeriet. 1825. First edition. 4to (17.5
x 21.5cm) 44pp., title-page in Swedish & French with dual-language
text in 2 columns throughout, some negligible wear at margins of
last few leaves, unbound, very good.
First edition, scarce, of this bilateral treaty between Sweden
and Great Britain for the suppression of slave trading, agreed
at Stockholm 6 November 1824, ratified 17 December 1824
at Stockholm and 25 January 1825 in London. The text is
printed in both Swedish and French throughout. Sweden had
abolished participation in the transatlantic slave trade in
1803, with abolition in the British empire having followed in
1807. The text here includes instructions for ships of both
Swedish and British navies involved in suppressing and preventing illegal slave trading off the coast of Africa.

OCLC lists 6 copies only (British Library; National Library
of Sweden; Sachsiche Landesbibliothek; Cornell University;
Boston Public Library; University of Minnesota).
£450
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NEW YORK LEADER OF THE SONS OF LIBERTY

16. [WILLETT, Marinus.] [Indenture recording the sale by “Marinus Willet of the city of New York
cabinet maker” to Crean Brush of his share of a tract of land “on the east side of Lake Champlain
in the county of Albany ... erected into a township by the name of Deerfield,” for £50.]
[New York, 22 June 1771]. Indenture, ink on single sheet of vellum (approx. 69 x 25cm) 25 lines in English, signed at foot
“MarinusWillet,” with impression of his small seal in red wax adjacent, verso with endorsement concerning witnessing of document
with signatures of HenryWhite, Henry Bicker and Joseph Beck, some negligble wear along old folds, very good.

A good example of the signature of Marinus Willett (1740-1830), a prominent member of the Sons of Liberty in
New York and subsequently an outstanding soldier in the American Revolutionary War, is penned at the foot of
this document. The indenture, dated 22 June 1771, records Willet’s sale for £50 of his share (one thirty-fifth) of a
tract of land “on the east side of Lake Champlain in the county of Albany ... erected into a township by the name
of Deerfield,” to Crean Brush (1725-1778), a Dublin-born lawyer with Loyalist sympathies who arrived in New
York in 1762. Brush became a member of the New York Provincial Assembly and amassed thousands of acres near
the Connecticut River within the area that was also claimed by New Hampshire. He later fled to Boston where in
1775 his status as the designated official collector for the safekeeping of valuable goods brought him further unpopularity. This document is notable for the clear identification of Marinus Willett as “cabinet maker,” clarifying
his choice of profession after service in the French and Indian War.
£1250
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NORTH AMERICAN BEAVER PELTS FELTED FOR FINE HATS

17. [BEAVER.] ... Bought of
Dymoke & Wells, hatters, at the
Crown in Fenchurch Street.
London. [8 December 1762.] Invoice
headed by engraved billhead, single sheet
(21.5 x 16.5cm) completed in manuscript
in ink, old folds, small marginal tear, very
good.

Dated 8 December 1762 this invoice
records the purchase by a “Mr. Turner”
from the London hatters Dymoke &
Wells of Fenchurch Street of two “fine
beaver” hats, both “lynd [with] silk” and
a “deal box”, a hatbox of softwood.
During the eighteenth century the
majority of beaver pelts imported to
England originated in North America
and were traded through the Hudson’s
Bay Company. Beaver hats were
manufactured from beaver fur that had
been prepared by the process of felting.
£450

FREEMASONRY IN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY NOVA SCOTIA

18. [NOVA SCOTIA.] … We the master, wardens and
members of Temple Lodge No. 7 Ancient Masons, held
in Guysborough and in the registry of Nova Scotia,
do hereby certify that our trusty and well beloved
brother Michael Houseal was regularly entered
passed and raised to the sublime degree of master
mason, likewise past master in the chair, and during
his continuance with us always behaved as becoming
a worthy brother …
[Guysborough, Nova Scotia, 31 March 1795.] Manuscript certificate,
ink on paper (21 x 24cm) blue silk ribbons woven into margin of
certificate with red wax seal of the lodge (cracked but largely intact)
affixed, signed off by master, wardens and secretary, marginal staining
at head and foot of sheet, tears along old folds with related strengthening to blank verso for preservation.

Freemasonry in Canada appears to have begun with a number
of lodges at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in the mid-eighteenth
century. Following the establishment of a Provincial Grand
Lodge at Halifax in 1784, the next lodge to be founded was
Temple Lodge No. 7 at Guysborough (formerly Chedabucto),
one of those involved being the Scot Sir William Campbell
(1758-1834), who went on to hold the post of Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of Upper Canada. This masonic certificate
was issued to Michael Houseal at the lodge at Guysborough in
1795 and includes the signatures of Richard Morris, master,
Matthew Welsh, senior warden and B. Meighan. A rare relic of
eighteenth century freemasonry in Canada.
£450
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EIGHTEENTH CENTURY JAMAICAN NEWSPAPERS

19. [JAMAICA.] The Diary, and Kingston Daily Advertiser.
[Kingston, Jamaica: published by Stevenson, Dickson, & Aikman, the corner of Water-Lane and King-Street.] Number 623.
Friday, May 12, 1797. Folio (approx. 28 x 44cm) a single complete issue consisting of [4]pp., uncut and unbound as issued,
old folds, very good. [TOGETHER WITH]
[JAMAICA.] The Daily Advertiser.
[Kingston, Jamaica.] Thursday, 20 April 1797; Vol.VIII. No. 94. Folio (approx. 28 x 44cm) a single complete issue consisting
of [4]pp., uncut and unbound as issued, old folds, very good.

Printed in 1797, these issues of two rare newspapers published in Kingston, Jamaica, contain a mixture of local
advertisements concerning mercantile, shipping and plantation matters, colonial government notices, and
news from America, Britain and further afield. Published daily in Kingston, Jamaica, between 1795 and 1806,
The Diary, and Kingston Daily Advertiser was owned jointly by Thomas Stevenson, bookseller in King Street and
proprietor of Stevenson’s Circulating Library, David Dickson, formerly printing at St. Jago de la Vega, and the
printer Alexander Aikman who edited the publication. Amongst the advertisements in this issue are notices
concerning runaway slaves and slaves offered for sale. A list of books for sale includes medical titles “late the
property of Doctor Hugh James, deceased.” Beginning publication daily in Kingston, Jamaica, in 1790, The
Daily Advertiser was printed by Thomas Strupar until his death in 1797. In addition to mercantile and plantationrelated advertisements, this issue includes the text of a Jamaican act concerning the regulation of gunpowder
and a tabulated “abstract of the Stamp Act, passed the 21st of December, 1796,” with an extensive list of fees
for many different revenue-raising stamps on paper, licences, bills of lading, almanacs and legal documents of
all kinds.

I. This issue not listed in ESTC, which locates issues at Houghton Library, Harvard University (1 issue: 20
February 1796), U.S. Library of Congress (1 issue: 20 December 1800), British Library (10 issues: 10 June
1796, 18, 25 & 30 March, 11, 15 & 19 April, 15, 19 & 27 May 1797). Pactor, H.S., Colonial British
Caribbean newspapers 297.
II. This issue not listed in ESTC, which records runs at the British Library (1 January 1790 – 29 December
1790; & a single issue: 14 August 1793); American Antiquarian Society (1 January 1791 - 31 December 1791);
and a single issue at New York Public Library (1 April 1790). Pactor, H.S., Colonial British Caribbean
newspapers 296.
£950
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BARBADOS PAROLE PASS FOR FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR

20. [BARBADOS.] [Parole pass certifying that the bearer “Geo. Rousseau ... a midshipman of the
navy is a detained French prisoner of war, upon parole, at Barbados and that he has liberty to
walk from the Transport Office to the Cocoanut Tree Walk ... and as far as the church towards the
Kings House ...”]
Barbados, 3 February 1814. Pass, folio (21 x 33.5cm) printed on both sides, completed in manuscript, recto with small paper
embossed wafer seal attached, a few small stains, a few small marginal tears (not affecting text),verso with some strengthening
along old folds, very good.

Issued 3 February 1814 in Barbados, this printed pass certifies that the bearer “Geo. Rousseau ... a midshipman of
the navy is a detained French prisoner of war, upon parole, at Barbados and that he has liberty to walk from the
Transport Office to the Cocoanut Tree Walk ... and as far as the church towards the Kings House ...” Restrictions
include that “he must not go into any field or cross-road, nor be absent from his lodgings after six o’clock in the
afternoon; nor quit his lodgings in the morning until the bell rings at six o’clock ...” Completions on the printed
verso of the document record the age of the prisoner, his rank, and details of his physical appearance.
£350
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LIEUTENANT IN THE JAMAICAN MILITIA

21. [JAMAICA.] [Commission issued by Henry Conran, “Lieutenant-governor
and commander in chief of his Majesty’s island of Jamaica”, appointing Samuel
B. Hilton gentleman “to be lieutenant of a company in the Kingston regiment
of militia whereof John Fowles Esquire is colonel.”]
St. Jago de la Vega, 17 August 1821. Printed commission document, single sheet, oblong folio (24.5 x
39cm) completed in manuscript and signed off by Conran, original paper wafer seal, a few tiny tears
along old folds, very good.

The Jamaican militia, founded in the 1660s, numbered some 5000 men during the
eighteenth century and was used on occasion for maintaining control over the slave
population. Appointing “Samuel B. Hilton, gentleman”, to the post of “lieutenant of a
company in the Kingston regiment of militia whereof John Fowles Esquire is colonel”, this
commission document bears the signature of Lieutenant-General Henry Conran (17671829), then Lieutenant-Governor of the island. Conran had served under Cornwallis against
Tipoo Saib in 1791 and 1792 and had been at the siege of Pondicherry in 1793. From 1804
he served in the West Indies.
£250
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LAND IN COLONIAL VIRGINIA PURCHASED FROM THE CROWN

22. [VIRGINIA.] George the Third ... To all to whom these presents shall come ... know ye that ...
for and in consideration of the sum of [fifty shillings] of good and lawful money ... paid to our
Receiver General of our revenues in this our colony and dominion of Virginia We have given
granted and confirmed ... unto [Richard Witton one certain tract or parcel of land containing
five hundred and forty acres lying and being in the county of Lunenburgh on the East or lower
side of Blackston’s Creek ...]
Williamsburg, 26 September 1764. Printed certificate, engraved on single sheet of vellum (32 x 38cm) completed in manuscript,
signed at foot “Fran. Fauquier”, cloth tie remaining attached at base of document (seal gone), old folds, some negligible dustmarking
to blank verso, very good.

A scarce example of an engraved certificate printed on vellum produced for the specific purpose of recording purchases of land in Virginia from the British crown. Issued 26 September 1764 at Williamsburg, the manuscript completions detail the purchase of “five hundred and forty acres lying and being in the county of Lunenburgh” by
Richard Witton. At the foot of the document is penned the signature of Francis Fauqier (1703-1768) in his capacity
as lieutenant governor of the colony. London-born Fauquier is remembered as a fair administrator and cultured
gentleman who developed a close friendship with Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826). Richard Witton seems to have
been one of the coroners for Lunenburg county in the 1750s. In addition to the ownership of “all woods under
woods swamps marshes low grounds meadows feedings”, the purchase also included a “due share of all veins mines
and quarries as well discovered as not discovered ...”

The exact boundaries of the land purchased by Witton are outlined as: “one certain tract or parcel of land containing
five hundred and forty acres lying and being in the county of Lunenburgh on the east or lower side of Blackston’s
Creek and bounded as followeth to wit ... beginning Fruittys Corner hiccory on the creek thence along his line
south ... seventy three degrees east sixty four poles to a red oak south eighty degrees east ... one hundred and sixteen poles to a small hiccory thence a new line south three three hundred and twenty poles to a hiccory in Hatchers
line thence along his line south forty five degrees west eighty four poles to a pine thence a new line north eighty
degrees west two hundred fifty four poles to a dogwood on the creek thence down the same as it meanders to the
first station ...”
£1250
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PROMOTER OF COLONY OF GEORGIA

23. [SMITH, John.] Sr. John Percivale Bar.t of Burton in the county of Cork in Ireland.
[London.] G. Kneller S. R. Imp. et Angl Eques aur. Pinx. 1704. I. Smith fec. Et ex. [1708.] Mezzotint (platemark 26.1 x 42cm,
sheet 26.3 x 42.2cm) some negligible wear to thread margins, very good condition.

This fine mezzotint portrait of the Irish peer John Perceval, first earl of Egremont (1683-1748), was produced
by John Smith (1652-1743) after a portrait by Sir Godfrey Kneller (1646-1723). The twenty-one year old
Perceval was painted in 1704, in which year he inherited an Irish estate, was returned as the MP for County Cork,
and set out on four years of travel in both the British Isles and to continental Europe on a grand tour (see:
Ingamells, pp. 757-758). This mezzotint was published on his return in 1708. The background of picturesque
ruins is suggestive of Perceval’s antiquarian and artistic interests. In the 1730s he became the most prominent
political promoter of the establishment of the colony of Georgia. Chaloner Smith, 200, state ii (following unlettered proof).
£650
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SOMERSET ESTATES OF BRISTOLIAN FOUNDER OF NEWFOUNDLAND

24. [GUY, John.] [Conveyance (feoffment) for £80; Ann Guy of Bristol, widow and executrix of
John Guy of Bristol, merchant and alderman of Bristol, with his son and heir John Guy, to John
Willinge of Claverham in Yatton, Somerset, yeoman: messuage and land in Kingston Seymour formerly occupied by John Knowell otherwise Reynolls.]
[Bristol?] 20 October 1630. Manuscript indenture, ink on single sheet of vellum (approx. 63.5 x 51cm) in English, signed at
foot by Anne Guy & John Guy [junr.], two vellum tags, one with fragment of red wax seal, verso with contemporary manuscript
endorsements & signatures of witnesses (William Tertey; Robert Baber; Richard Brayne, Thomas Pirrye) & witnesses to livery of
seisin 10 December 1630 (Robert Baber; John Bucke the elder;William May; Thomas Hill), verso with a few small marks at
margins not affecting text, some light dust marking along old folds, very good.

Dated 20 October 1630, this indenture records the sale of a property and land in Kingston Seymour, Somerset,
to John Willinge of Claverham by Anne Guy (d.1660) and John Guy (d.1640), the wife and son of the prosperous
Bristol merchant adventurer John Guy (c.1575-1628), remembered as the founder of a colony at Newfoundland.
The document recites a section of the will of John Guy, bequeathing part of the manor of Kingston Seymour and
the advowson of the rectory to his wife Anne to be sold, 21 February 1626.
£450
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NEWFOUNDLAND COD FISHING VOYAGE INSURED

25. [SHIPPING.] [Marine insurance policy issued to Jean-Baptiste-Honoré Roux & Co. for a
fishing voyage from Saint Malo to the coast of Newfoundland in search of cod.]
[Marseille, 4 April 1736.] Marine insurance policy. Folio (26.5 x 41cm) [1] page printed on recto of first leaf of bifolium,
three large woodcuts at head of sheet, completed in manuscript on first [2] pages with additional endorsements on second leaf,
contemporary tax stamp: “Provence Extra Ordin”, some areas of paper loss caused by ink burn (affecting a few words of
manuscript endorsements), old folds, some light even toning.
This rare French maritime insurance policy was issued to the prominent Marseille mercantile company JeanBaptiste-Honoré Roux & Co., on the account of “Le Chevalier Baillou de St. Malo,” François Baillon de
Blampignon (1669-1746), for a cod fishing voyage, the ship Raphael, 22 cannons, 150 men, sailing from St. Malo
to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the coast of Newfoundland (“ a la grand Baye ou autre lieu de la cotte de
terreneuve”). The three large woodcuts at the head of the sheet depict the arms of Marseille, the French royal
arms and the Holy family. The printed text contains the wording of the policy, with manuscript annotations
recording details of the ship and voyage, with further manuscript endorsements recording the signatures and
sums insured by more than thirty different underwriters.
£750
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VOYAGE FROM SAINT-DOMINGUE INSURED

26. [SHIPPING.] [Marine insurance policy issued to Pierre-Honoré Roux for a voyage from
Saint-Domingue to Bordeaux.]
[Marseille, 8 January 1745.] Marine insurance policy. Folio (24 x 39cm) [1] page printed on recto of first leaf of bifolium,
three large woodcuts at head of sheet, completed in manuscript with additional manuscript docket title to verso of second leaf,
contemporary tax stamp: “Provence Extra Ordin”, second page with annotations in manuscript (some underwriters contemporaneously scored out), small area of paper loss along tear from ink burn at head of sheet (just touching foot of one woodcut), old
folds, some light toning.
This rare French maritime insurance policy was issued to the prominent Marseille merchant Pierre-Honoré
Roux for a voyage by the ship l’Alcion de Cherbourg from either Léogâne or Petit-Goâve, ports on the French
Caribbean colony of Saint-Domingue, to Bordeaux. The three large woodcuts at the head of the sheet depict the
arms of Marseille, the French royal arms and the Holy family. The printed text contains the wording of the policy,
with manuscript annotations recording details of the ship and voyage.
£750
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TOBACCO MERCHANT IN DISPUTE OVER VIRGINIA ESTATE MANAGEMENT

27. [AMERICAN TRADE.] Mr Richard Hanson’s Case.
[London?, c.1801.] Manuscript, ink on paper. Folio (34.5 x 42cm) [3], [1, blank] pages penned on rectos of single uncut leaves,
manuscript docket title to verso of final leaf, old folds, very good. [TOGETHER WITH]

[W.R. Lidderdale Esq. to Messrs. Jacob & Adam Huntsman: conveyance of two lots of land in the
county of Charlotte, Virginia.] London, 9 March 1784 (with affidavits dated 10 March 1784). Manuscript, ink on
paper. Folio (approx. 24.5 x 39cm) [6] pages penned over 6 leaves, (last two leaves blank save for docket title ), two leaves with
repairs at foot with loss of a few words, blank verso of final leaf dusty, old folds. [TOGETHER WITH]

[Power of attorney: “Robertson Lidderdale of Castlemilk in ... Scotland” appointing “Richard
Hanson Esquire of Petersburgh in the state of Virginia” his “true and lawful attorney ... in the
state of Virginia or elsewhere in the United States of America. 4 January 1787. Manuscript, ink on paper.
Oblong folio. Single sheet (50 x 39cm) [2] pages, verso with red wax seal & signatures of Lidderdale & witnesses, imperceptible
repairs along old folds, very good. [TOGETHER WITH] [Bill of exchange signed by Richard Hanson] “Virginia,
Petersburg 3d. May 1801.” Single sheet (20.5 x 11cm) printed (with imprint “Printed by WilliamYoung, No. 52 South Second
Street, Philadephia”) with manuscript completions, old folds. [TOGETHER WITH] [Mr Richard Hanson in account
currant with Robert Kennan]. Petersburg,Virginia, 9 July 1802. Manuscript, ink on paper. 4to [3]pages on bifolium,
old folds. [TOGETHERWITH] Copy certificate Wm. Marshall Clerk of the courts of the United States in
and for the Virginia district ... 12 January 1803 [concerning claims of Richard Hanson]. [Certified a
true copy in Baltimore 19 January 1803.] Manuscript, ink on paper. Folio [2] pages on bifolium, old folds, very good. [TOGETHER WITH] [3 documents concerning Hanson’s claim as judged by the Office of the commissioners appointed by act of Parliament under the convention with the United States of America].
4to & Folio [3]p in total, old folds, very good.

This group of documents concerns a claim for compensation made by Richard Hanson of Petersburg, Virginia,
against William Robertson Lidderdale (d.1814) of Castlemilk, Dumfries, Scotland. From 1784 to 1801 Hanson
seems to have been acting in Virginia as agent for Lidderdale, claiming “the sum of £3370. 2. 5. to be due to him
on the balance of the account left herewith for salary as pr. agreement money paid for the s.d Wm. Robertson
Lidderdale & commission on monies rec[eive]d by Mr Hanson for Mr. W. R. Lidderdale ...” A manuscript titled
“Mr Richard Hanson’s case” traces the history of his relationship with Lidderdale and is accompanied by various
documents relating to Hanson or Liddedale dating between 1784 and 1811. Hanson, a prominent tobacco merchant, was on the Loyalist side during the American War of Independence, returning to Virginia in 1784. Lidderdale
had inherited various concerns in Virginia from his father, including interests in the tobacco trade, which Hanson
undertook to manage on his behalf.
£1750
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SAINT-DOMINGUE SUGAR CARGO IN MERCANTILE DISPUTE

28. [WEST INDIA TRADE.] Réponse pour Sieur Jacques Vincent, ainé, sous-commissaire de la
Marine, appellant d’un décret de soit-oui contre lui décerné par le Lieutenant-Criminel en
Guienne. Contre le Sieur Jacob Sandilan, écuyer, négociant à Bordeaux, intimé.
[De l’Imprimerie de Simon de la Court, Imprimeur du Roi, rue du Cahernan, à Bordeaux. [1774.] First edition. 4to (18.5 x
24cm) 69, [1]pp., drop-head title, very good, modern plain boards, spine with gilt-titled leather label.

These printed legal proceedings concern a West India trade mercantile dispute involving Jacob Sandiland
(b.1719), head of one of the principal Bordeaux merchant houses. Of Scottish descent, his father George
Sandiland having emigrated to France from Aberdeen, Jacob Sandiland became naturalised as French at the age
of 43. The dispute, dating from 1773, was centred on a cargo of sugar from the Caribbean island of SaintDomingue taken in payment for slaves from Guinea.
Not in OCLC – we have not been able to locate another copy.

£750
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PERUVIAN MATADOR PERFORMING IN SPAIN

29. [BULLFIGHTING.] El Rey N.tro S.or (que Dios guarde) se ha servido señalar... 1769 ... para la
... fiesta de Toros ... en la plaza extramuros de la Puerta de Alcalà ... mandará, y presidirá la plaza
el Señor Don Alonso Perez Delgado, corregidor de esta villa.
[Madrid, 1769.] 5 printed broadsides, each oblong folio (approx. 42 x 30cm) I. 11 May 1769:“segunda”, II. 15 June:“quarta”,
III. 3 July: “sexta”, (top left corner torn away with loss of some printed text but sense recoverable) IV. 13 July: “octava”,V. 28
September: “oncena”, each with text framed by decorative printed border, a few negligible stains, first two with some loss to
printed border at lower corners (not affecting text), overall very good.

These five broadsides advertise different days of bullfighting during the “fiesta de Toros” in Madrid in 1769, with
each containing much information on the different matadors performing, the number of bulls and names of their
owners, and details concerning the scheduling and organisation. The events were held in the square outside the
Puerta de Alcalá and raised funds for the Madrid hospitals. Among the matadors named on these broadsides are
found Antonio Galeano, Juan de Escobar of Seville, Miguél Galvez “aliàs el Lechero” and Bernardo Jarreta of
Zaragoza. Of particular interest are repeated mentions of “del famoso” Juan Romero, considered the inventor of
the cuadrilla, the bullfighting team. One of the broadsides here (“octava fiesta”) includes notice of a performance
by Mariano Ceballos (d.1780), the celebrated matador from Peru known as “El Indio”. A former slave, Ceballos
became known for riding horses while bullfighting and riding on the bulls themselves. He is recorded as having
obtained his freedom in 1769 - this must be amongst his first appearances in Europe. Such was his fame that
decades after his death he was depicted in Goya’s series of bullfighting prints La Tauromaquia (1816) and also Les
Taureaux de Bordeaux (1825). Broadsides advertising bullfights from this early date appear to be of the utmost
rarity.
OCLC does not record these or any similar broadsides for 1769.

£3500
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FIRST HISTORY OF AFRO-CARIBBEAN DANCE

30. MOREAU DE SAINT-MÉRY, Médéric Louis Élie. De la danse.
A Parme. Imprimé par Bodoni. 1801. 16mo (8.5 x 12cm) [8], 52pp., very good in contemporary speckled calf, boards ruled in
gilt, pink pastedowns, all edges gilt, light wear to spine and extremities.

A scarce edition, the first of two to be printed by Bodoni, of this treatise examining the history of Afro-Caribbean
dance in the West Indies with a particular emphasis on Creole dance. There is also discussion of slavery and the
African origins of some dances. The lawyer and civil servant Médéric Louis Élie Moreau de Saint-Méry (17501819) spent time on the French Caribbean islands of Martinique and Saint-Domingue, writing a number of
colonial ethnographic works. He fled France in 1789, setting up a bookshop in Philadelphia. This text had been
written in 1789, intended for inclusion in a colonial encyclopedia planned by Moreau. It was first published as
Danse. Article extrait d’un ouvrage de M.L.E. Moreau de St-Mery. Ayant pour titre: Répertoire des notions coloniales ...
(Philadelphia, 1796). On his return to France Moreau was appointed to a position in Italy in the Napoleonic
adminstration of the Duchy of Parma, the printing of this fine edition being explained by his cultivation of a close
friendship with the printer Giambattista Bodoni (1740-1813). A second Bodoni edition followed in 1803.
Brooks 814; Sabin 50569; Beaumont p.129; Derra de Moroda 1890.

£1750
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GERMAN GOTHIC TERROR FOR AMERICAN READERS

31. [WÄCHTER, Leonhard.] The Black Valley; a tale, from the German of Viet Weber, author of
The sorcerer.
Alexandria, printed by S. Snowden & Co. for J.V.Thomas. 1801. First American edition. 12mo (10 x 15.5cm) 172, [2, ads.]pp.,
some light marginal dustiness, flyleaf with small hole and manuscript ownership inscription “… Pickering November 10th 1823,”
contemporary red leather binding, boards bordered with gilt floral roll, spine gilt in compartments, label lost, boards rubbed with
some light wear to extremities, marbled endpapers.

A rare American edition of this German “terror” tale by Leonhard Wächter (1762-1837), a translation of Der Müller
der Schwarzthal’s drawn from the author’s seven volume Sagen deVorzeit (Berlin, 1787-98). The text here is a reprint
of the British edition, also rare (London, 1796; ESTC: nPPL, nMiEM), which received a number of favourable
contemporaneous reviews, among them a lengthy treatment from the Analytical Review (vol. XXIII, 1796, pp.507510): “The story is improbable, but highly interesting. The characters are strongly marked, but with less regard to
moral propriety, than to impressive effect. The passions are expressed with vehemence; that of love in particular,
with gay but not indecent luxuriance. The style is concise, figurative, energetic … the principal persons are the
daughters of a german baron, Gertrude, Cunegonde, and Adelaide, count Rodolph, Adelaide’s lover, and friar
Felix, a consummate hypocrite and villain … taught by the crafty friar to dread wedlock, the three sisters devote
themselves to celibacy, and build themselves three cells, with a chapel to each where they become hermitesses,
after depositing their property in the friar’s treasury. The fame of these three females, being soon spread abroad,
reaches count Rodolph, a knight …”
Garside, Raven & Schöwerling 1796:87 (for the London edition of 1796); M. B. Tymn (ed.), Horror literature: a
core collection and reference guide, p.166 (for a later chapbook edition).
£750
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MOHAWK WARRIOR COMMEMORATED IN VERSE

32. GISBORNE, Thomas. Poems, sacred and moral ...
London, printed for T.Cadell Jun. andW. Davies. 1798. First edition. 12mo (10 x 16.5cm) viii, 118, [2]pp., with half-title
and final errata leaf, occasional negligible marginal toning, very good in original polished calf, borders of boards tooled in
gilt, flat spine gilt in compartments, marbled pastedowns, spine with black morocco label titled in gilt, contemporary book
label “Susanna Maria Gage,” light wear to extremities.

First edition, scarce, of this collection of poems by Thomas Gisborne (1758-1846), a prominent abolitionist,
close friend of William Wilberforce (1759-1833), and leading member of the Clapham Sect of evangelical Anglicans. The most noteworthy of the poems included here is perhaps “The dying Indian: an ode.” Prefaced with
an explanatory introduction concerning the method of execution of prisoners of war by burning practiced by
competing Native American tribes, the lengthy poem begins “Why pause before I burn? / Your torments I
defy! / Convoke your chiefs, from me to learn / How Mohawk warriors die” ... At the end of the eighteenth
century a small subgenre of British “dying Indian” poems emerged, with other examples including Wordsworth’s
“The complaint of a forsaken Indian woman” (1798) and Josias Arnold’s “The warrior’s death song” (1797).
£750
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IRISH JACOBITE EMIGRATES TO AMERICA

33. [NOVEL.] BENGER, Elizabeth. Valsinore, ou le Coeur et l’imagination. Traduction de
l’Anglais ...
A Paris, chez Maradan. 1816. First edition in French. 2 volumes. 8vo (11 x 17.5cm) [4], 248; [4], 295, [1]pp., with halftitles, negligible foxing to first few leaves in each volume, volume 1 with contemporary printed bookseller’s label “Stapleaux
... Bruxelles,” a very good set, uncut in original blue paper wrappers, spines with contemporary printed label, light wear to
extremities.

First edition, rare, of this French translation of the novel The heart and the fancy, orValsinore ... (London, 1813)
by the novelist and historian Elizabeth Benger (1775-1827). Somerset-born, Benger moved to London in
1802, transcending her humble origins by establishing herself as a writer and literary hostess. This was one
of two novels that followed her poem The abolition of the slave trade (London, 1809), the other being Marian
(London, 1812). Set in the eighteenth century and featuring an Irish Jacobite, Cornelius, who emigrates to
America, The heart and the fancy, orValsinore received several favourable reviews, both in The Gentleman’s Magazine
(vol. lxxxiv, London, 1814, pp.159-160) and The new review, and monthly analysis ... (London, July 1813, pp.
48-49): “Cornelius is an Irishman of the last century, who ... received his education at Rome, where he became
intimate with the exiled princes of the house of Stuart ... he resolves to emigrate, but ... visits a friend in
England, with whose sister he becomes much enamoured ... when the Pretender makes his irruption into
England ... Cornelius is impelled by a romantic sense of honor to fulfil his former engagements, and is consequently involved in ruin .. they settle in America, where Cornelius ... endeavours to obtain a pardon, but
just as this is achieved, he is visited by domestic misfortunes ...”
£1250
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HAITIAN REVOLUTION DRAMATISED

34. CEDERBORGH, Fredric. Toni, dram i 3 akter. (Efter en verklig händelse på St. Domingue.)
Stockholm, A. Gadelius. 1819. First edition. 8vo (12 x 19cm) 55, [1, blank] pp., title with a few negligible stains, later plain
blue paper wrapper in period style.

First edition of this rare play by the Swedish novelist Frederic Cederborgh (1784-1835). Set on the West Indian island of Saint-Domingue, the narrative is centred on the experiences of Gustaf von der Reid, an officer in the
French army, and his family, escaping from the tumult of the Haitian Revolution. The plot was a dramatised adaptation of Die Verlobung in St. Domingo (1811) a novella by the German writer Heinrich von Kleist (1777-1811). A
second edition (Stockholm, 1832) is similarly rare.

OCLC lists 1 copy only (National Library of Sweden).

£750
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TRADE BEADS FOR AFRICAN SLAVE VOYAGES
35. [TRADE BEADS.] [Bill of lading for a cargo of haberdashery and trade beads for the
African slave trade bound from Marseille to Agde.]
[Marseille, 2 September 1790.] Bill of lading, printed, on single sheet of paper, oblong 4to (24 x 20cm) initial woodcut
of a ship, ink manuscript completions in French, old folds, very good.

Trade beads, manufactured in multi-coloured glass, were used by European merchants as a form of currency
when trading with Africa in the early modern period, in particular being used for the purchase of slaves in
Africa. This French bill of lading dated 2 September 1790 records a cargo being shipped from Marseille
bound for the French port of Agde consisting of haberdashery and glass trade beads intended for Bordeaux
for use in the slave trade in Africa (“sept barriques merceries et grains de verre ... destinées par entrepot
pour Bordeaux pour la traitte des negres en affrique ...”). Travelling on the ship “la Confiance”, the cargo
was to be received at Agde by the mercantile company Pierre Bousquet & fils.

£450
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AMERICAN COMMERCIAL AGENT AT NANTES
36. [TRADE.] City of Nantes. Commercial Agency of the United-States of America … before me
[Wm. D. Patterson] commercial agent of the United-States … appeared [Messrs. Hottinguer &
Co. merchants] … who .. did … declare that [Mr. Wm. Rogers … resident of New York is] the
true lawful, and sole owner of all and singular the goods specified in the annexed [bills of
lading] …
[Nantes, 2 February 1806.] Printed certificate. 4to (19 x 24.5cm) woodcut arms printed at head, signed off by Patterson, paper
wafer seal attaching related bill of lading (23 x 20cm), both documents completed in manuscript, old folds and light foxing,
very good.
Issued in February 1806 by William D. Patterson, American commercial agent at the French port of Nantes, this
document certifies that the goods listed on the attached bill of lading from Hottinguer & Co. are the property of William
Rogers, resident of NewYork, “and that no subject or citizen of any of the present belligerent powers or any other person
or persons is or are directly connected with him in the said goods”. Patterson had been sent to Nantes in 1803, filling the
post of commercial agent after the death of Francis L. Taney.
£250
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COFFEE HOUSE AUCTION OF QUEBEC TIMBER

37. [YOUNG & RIXON, Brokers.]
For sale at the New York CoffeeHouse, Sweeting’s Alley, Cornhill,
on Tuesday, the 6th of August, 1816,
to begin at half past six in the
evening precisely. 420 pieces Quebec yellow pine timber. 252
Norway spars. …
London, printed by J.B.G. Vogel, 7, Castle
Street, Falcon-Square. [1816.] Folio. (21 x
33cm) [4]pp., old folds, tax stamps to verso,
very good condition, uncut and unbound as
issued.
The New York Coffee House in London,
situated on Sweeting’s Alley near to the
Royal Exchange, was also known as the
New England, New York and Quebec
Coffee House. This 1816 timber auction
included offerings of “Quebec yellow
pine timber” and “Quebec yellow pine
deals” in 79 lots and was run by the London brokers Young & Rixon.
£250

TWO SHIPS BOUND FOR HONDURAS

38. [HONDURAS.] Direct for Honduras, the ship Ceres, coppered and copper fastened, James
Smith, commander …
[London, c.1840.] Printed ticket (8 x 11.5cm) printed in black and green ink, small stain in margin, verso with contemporary note in ink, very good. [TOGETHER WITH]

[HONDURAS.] Entered out at the Custom House, and to sail on the 16th August. Direct for
Honduras, the Auvergne … coppered and well armed. Philip le Huquet, commander …
[London.] Ellis, typ. 15, Old Broad-St. [c.1840.] Printed ticket (11.5 x 7.5cm) printed in black and blue ink, very good.

Two cards advertising sailings of ships bound for Honduras from London c.1840: “the Ceres … James Smith
commander. Register 250 tons,” and the “d’Auvergne … 440 tons A1. … well armed. Philip le Huquet,
commander …”
£250
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39.
[NEW YORK.] At
Glasgow, for New York, the
A.1.
coppered
clipper
barque, Ringdove, 452 tons
register, Captain Natman,
will
have
immediate
despatch …
[Glasgow.] Printed at the Mercantile
Advertiser Office. [1859.] Leaflet. 4to
(20 x 25cm) [1]p. printed on recto of
first leaf of bifolium, postally used
with verso of second leaf bearing
manuscript address panel and postal
markings, some light dusting along
old folds, very good. [TOGETHER
WITH]

[NEW YORK.] At Glasgow, for New-York, the coppered American packet ship E. Z. 674 tons
register Captain L. A. Hodges, will be despatched on 20 August …
[Glasgow.] Hedderwick & Son. [1859.] Leaflet. 4to (20 x 25cm) [1]p. printed on recto of first leaf of bifolium, postally used
with verso of second leaf bearing manuscript address panel and postal markings, some light dusting along old folds, very good.

These two rare leaflets advertising ships sailing from Glasgow to New York in 1859 were issued by J. & R.Young
& Co of 107 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. During the Highland clearances large numbers of Scots emigrated to
America and New York had a sizeable population that could claim Scottish descent. Throughout the nineteenth
century hundreds of Scottish weavers lived at Paisley Place in Manhattan and many single young Scots women
were employed in the textile mills.
£450
EMIGRATING TO NEW YORK
FROM LIVERPOOL

40. [NEW YORK.] To sail on 26th
inst[ant]. For New York, the
beautiful first class American ship
“Centurion” M.D. Ricker master
…
[Liverpool.] Dated in manuscript 19 May
1849. Handbill. 8vo (21 x 13.5cm) printed
on blue paper, metalcut of a ship at head,
manuscript completions, very good.
A fine handbill advertising the sailing for
New York from Liverpool of the “first
class American ship “Centurion”” on 26
May 1849. By the middle of the
nineteenth century Liverpool was the
major port of departure for British
emigrants sailing for America, with the
Irish potato famine of the 1840s having
further increased the numbers of those
seeking passage to the New World in
search of new opportunities.
£150
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MIXED RACE MILITIA IN FRENCH WEST INDIES DURING AMERICAN WAR

41. D’ARGOUT, Robert. [Military commission signed, appointing Jean Baptiste de Cressac as
“capitaine d’Infanterie Mulatres” in the militia of Port-de-Paix batallion, parish of Gros Morne,
Saint-Domingue.]
“Au Cap” [Cap-Française, Saint Domingue], 25 June 1779. Military commission signed, single sheet of vellum. Oblong folio
(37 x 25.5cm) Printed form (letterpress), with manuscript completions in ink, signed at foot “Dargout”, residue from red wax
seal impression (seal gone), old folds, light wear to extremities, very good.

A scarce example of a French military commission issued in the Caribbean during the American War of Independence, this document on vellum bears the signature of the French governor general of the island of SaintDomingue (now Haiti), Robert-Maurice comte d’Argout (d.1780), Creole sugar plantation owner and former
governor of Martinique (1776-1777). Dated 25 June 1779, this commission appoints Jean-Baptiste de Cressac,
a Creole owner of plantations of coffee, indigo and cotton as captain in the mixed race infantry (“d’Infanterie
Mulatres”) in the Saint-Domingue militia, Port-de-Paix batallion, parish of Gros Morne.
New York Public Library holds a substantial collection of papers relating to Jean-Baptiste de Cressac (MssCol
17926).

£1650
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FRENCH WEST INDIES DURING AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

42. REYNAUD DE VILLEVERD, Jean-François. [Military commission signed, appointing Charles
Boissonnière de Mornay as major in the militia of the Port-au-Prince batallion, Saint-Domingue.]
“Au Cap” [Cap-Française, Saint Domingue], 15 January 1781. Military commission signed, single sheet of vellum. Oblong folio
(35.5 x 25cm) Printed heading with small arms of Saint-Domingue at head of sheet, with manuscript text in ink below, signed
at foot “Reynaud”, with signature below of “Lambert de Chatillon”, residual traces of red sealing wax (seal gone), old folds, very
good.

A scarce example of a French military commission issued in the Caribbean during the American War of Independence, this document on vellum bears the signature, in his capacity as commandant-général of troops and militias,
of the French governor of the island of Saint-Domingue (now Haiti), Jean-François Reynaud de Villeverd (17311812). Only a few months earlier Reynaud had fought at the Siege of Savannah, 16-18 October 1779, where
under the overall command of Charles Hector, comte d’Estaing (1729-1794) a Franco-American force, including
more than 500 recruits from Saint-Domingue, attempted to retake Savannah from the British. In recognition of
his contribution Reynaud was appointed in 1783 as one of the original members of the Société des Cincinnati de
France. Dated 15 January 1781, the document appoints as major in the militia of the Port-au-Prince batallion
Charles Boissonnière de Mornay (1731-1784), a Creole sugar plantation owner and sometime receiver-general at
Porte-au-Prince. On Reynaud’s return to Paris he represented Saint-Domingue in the legislature and himself
owned sugar plantations on the island at Limonade.
£1250
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SHIP’S BILL OF HEALTH ISSUED AT LONDON DURING AMERICAN WAR

43. [PORT OF LONDON.] Omnibus Christi fidelibus as quos præsentes literæ prevenerint, nos
ministri serenissimi principis domini nostri Georgii Tertii regis in Portu Civitatis Londini
salutem ...
[London.] 21 March 1778. Bill of health certificate, printed on single sheet of vellum (19 x 16.5cm) completed in manuscript, embossed paper wafer seal attached at left edge, signatures ofWilliam Bates, deputy collector & Henry Herd, deputy
controller, old folds, very good.

A rare example of a Georgian-era bill of health for a ship issued at the port of London, this certificate printed
on vellum dated 21 March 1778 records that the brigantine Maria, William Johnson master, was free from
pestilence, plague or other infection. Sailing for New York during the period of the American War of Independence, this vessel of 100 tons, mounted with six 2 pounders, had been built in 1765 at Piscataqua New
Hampshire and was owned by Peter Berthon of London. In 1776 the ship had been with Lord Dunmore’s
Loyalist fleet off the coast of Virginia. Despite the large number of bills of health of this kind that were issued,
very few have survived from the eighteenth century.
£750
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AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE - SAILING FOR THE WEST INDIES

44. [ADMIRALTY.] By the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great
Britain and Ireland & c. ... To [lieut. Charles William Patterson] hereby appointed [second] lieutenant of His Majesty’s [ship] the [Formidable] ...
[London.] 19 November 1781. Naval commission certificate, engraved on single sheet of vellum (33 x 28cm) completed in manuscript, signed off at foot by commissioners “Sandwich”, “Bamber Gascoyne,” “Greville”, & secretary “Php. Stephens,” embossed Admiralty wafer seal & blue embossed tax stamps attached at left margin, verso with original paper printed tax stamp, old folds,
very good.

This fine naval commission dated 19 November 1781 was issued in London at the Admiralty Office during the
American War of Independence. It records the appointment of Charles William Paterson (1756-1841) as “second
lieutenant of His Majesty’s ship the Formidable”. Paterson, whose distinguished naval career (see: ODNB) saw his
eventual appointment as admiral of the white, sailed out to the West Indies in February 1782 aboard the Formidable,
flagship of admiral George Rodney (1718-1792). At sea through much of the American War of Independence, Paterson had been appointed to the Alcide in April 1780, being present at the capture of the Caribbean island Sint
Eustatius from the Dutch in February 1781. At the Battle of the Saintes 12 April 1782 he commanded the fire ship
Blast, in which he returned to England at the end of the war. The document bears the signatures of John Montagu,
fourth earl of Sandwich (1718-1792), first lord of the Admiralty, Bamber Gascoyne (1725-1791) and Charles Francis Greville (1749-1809) in their capacity as Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, together with that of Sir Philip
Stephens (1723-1809), first secretary of the Admiralty.
£1250
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ABOLITIONIST EMBLEM ON CAST-IRON TOBACCO BOX

45. [SLAVERY.] [Abolitionist cast-iron tobacco box, the lid with image of a kneeling enchained
slave and legend “Humanity.”]
[England, Coalbrookdale?, c.1800.] Tobacco box, cast iron (dimensions when closed approx 14 x 9 x 7.5cm) the lid cast with
emblem of a kneeling enchained slave, legend “Humanity” & initials “E H,” with additional brass-handled internal compressor,
much of the exterior original black paint remaining, some surface rust patination (particularly to the interior) but sound, overall
in a very good state of preservation.
The lid of this cast-iron tobacco box bears a version of the device of the The society for effecting the abolition of
the slave trade, depicting an enchained African slave, with legend “Humanity.” The cast initials “E H” relate presumably to the name of the owner. The box can be dated to c.1800, a possible place of manufacture being the
Coalbrookdale ironworks in Shropshire. The design was modelled originally by William Hackwood at the behest
of Josiah Wedgwood (1730-1795) for production in 1787 at Wedgwood’s factory Etruria on a ceramic medallion
with accompanying legend “Am I not a man and a brother”. This abolitionist emblem was popularised swiftly on
all manner of household objects including jewellery, fob seals and brooches.With hindsight the choice of a tobacco
box as an object to decorate with a symbol of the abolitionist cause seems questionable, given that, like sugar, tobacco was a crop manufactured by slave labour - nonetheless a relatively large number of these tins seem to have
been produced.
We have traced similar examples at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London (ZBA2439) and The
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation (2017-294, A&B).
£2500
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FRENCH ABOLITIONIST SOCIETY CONDEMNED

46. [SAINT-CYRAN, Paul-Edme Crublier de.] Refutation du projet des Amis des noirs, sur la suppression de la traite des nègres & sur l’abolition de l’esclavage dans nos colonies ...
[Paris.][De l’Imprimerie de Devaux.] 1790. First edition. 8vo (14 x 22cm) 51, [1]pp., an excellent copy, uncut & stab-sewn, in
later plain paper wrapper in period style.

An excellent copy, uncut & stab sewn, of this attack on the abolitionist designs of the Société de amis des noirs, a
French society based in Paris that operated between 1788 and 1793. The author, Paul Edme Crublier de SaintCyran (1738-1793), a mathematician and high-ranking French military engineer in the West Indies, argues against
the anti-slavery position propounded by Jacques Pierre Brissot (1754-1793), highlighting that France would be
disadvantaged against British interests in the West Indies if Great Britain did not institute abolition, also outlining
his opinions that freeing plantation slaves would lead to insurrection, disorder and the loss by France of her colonies
in the Caribbean.
Sabin 75033; Hogg 2042.

£1250
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FRENCH COLONISTS FLEE HAITIAN REVOLUTION FOR LONDON

47. [MALOUET, Pierre Victoire.] Colonie de St. Domingue. Nous Victor Pierre Malouet, député
de St. Domingue: certifons que M[de. ..., Madame Marie Suzanne Marthe Drouillard ...]
Propriétaire à St. Domingue, quartier du [Port au Prince] nous a justifié de sa résidence en
Angleterre ...
Londres, le 26 Fev[rier] 1796. Certificate signed, printed on single sheet of paper (19 x 24.5cm) manuscript completions, negligible marginal toning, very good.

A rare record of French colonists residing in London during the Haitian Revolution, the slave insurrection against
French colonial rule on the island of Saint-Domingue, this certificate dated 26 February 1796 certifies the
residence in London of a Saint-Domingue landowner, Marie Suzanne Marthe Drouillard (1760-1803). The
document bears the signature of the French colonial administrator Pierre Victoire, baron Malouet (1740-1814)
in his capacity as the émigré “député de St. Domingue”. On behalf of the interests of the planters of SaintDomingue he had signed the Whitehall Accord in London on 19 February 1793. Under the terms of the
agreement Great Britain was to receive financial payments in return for sending a military force to occupy the
islands Saint-Domingue, Martinique and Guadeloupe in order to allow the re-establishment by French planters
of slavery and the old plantation regime that had been disrupted by insurrection.
£450
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“GOOD CONDUCT” MEDALS FOR SLAVES ON JAMAICAN PLANTATIONS

48. BECHE, Henry Thomas de la. [Two different medals issued as rewards for “good conduct” on
the Jamaican sugar plantation of Halse Hall, Clarendon.]
I. Medal, copper. [Rome?] T[omasso] Saulini. [c.1823-4.] (diameter 24mm) obverse with left-facing bust of Henry de la Beche
& signature “”T. Saulini” engraved below, reverse bearing text “Halse Hall Jamaica Reward for good conduct,” extremely fine condition. II. Medal, copper. [London,WilliamWyon, 1841.] (diameter 45mm) obverse with right-facing bust of Henry de la Beche,
reverse depicting palm trees & tropical flora with text “Reward for good conduct Halse Hall Jamaica,” extremely fine condition.

These two different copper medals were both intended to be given out on the Jamaican sugar plantation of Halse
Hall, Clarendon, as rewards for good conduct. The obverse of each bears a bust of the geologist Henry Thomas de
la Beche (1796-1855) who inherited the sugar estate from his father.The earlier medal of the two is signed by the
celebrated Roman cameo cutter and engraver Tomasso Saulini (1793-1864). It most probably was produced in advance of 1823 when de la Beche visited Jamaica, spending a year on his estate. Although he supported slavery
reform he was not in favour of abolition, publishing his thoughts in Notes on the present condition of the negroes in
Jamaica (London, 1825) after his return to England. The second medal here, somewhat larger that the first, dates
from 1841. The bust of Henry de la Beche on this medal was modelled by William Wyon (1795-1851), the prominent die-engraver and medallist, for many years chief engraver at the Royal Mint.Though slavery had been abolished
in 1833 and the “apprenticeship” system finished in 1838, many former slaves on Jamaica had no other means of
subsistence other than continuing to toil on sugar plantations. Both of these rare medals are in extremely fine condition.
£2500
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ALBINO SLAVE SENT FROM JAMAICA TO LONDON
49. HALL, Thomas. Mrs. Newsham the White negress [...] To be had at the Curiosity House City
Road near Finsbury Square London 1795.
[London, 1795.] Token, copper alloy (diameter 31mm) in a fine state of preservation.

This copper token was issued by the London taxidermist and museum proprietor Thomas Hall to advertise the
appearance in 1795 at his Curiosity House near Finsbury Square of Amelia Newsham (c.1748-c.1798), a Jamaican-born albino woman of west African descent. Born into slavery she was sent to London in 1753 by her
plantation owner master Sir Simon Clarke 6th baronet (d.1770) as a present for his son Kingsmill Clarke, who
sold her to a London curiosity shop owner named Burnet. After becoming free she married a Mr Newsham or
Lewsham with whom she had at least six children.
Dalton & Hamer 317, p.132. BM: SSB,191.109.1

£750
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SYNAGOGUE ON THE CARIBBEAN ISLAND OF NEVIS

50. [NEVIS.][Conveyance (lease for a year [and release]); Samuel Harris of the Island of St Christopher, esquire to John Ward of the Island of St Christopher, esquire: a piece of land (15 acres) in
the parish of St Paul.]
[Nevis.] 1 [& 2] February 1761. Manuscript indenture, ink on single sheet of paper (approx. 30 x 60cm) in English, red wax
seal at foot impressed with fob seal impression of arms of [Samuel Harris?], section of paper excised at foot [removing signature
of Samuel Harris], a few small tears along old folds touching a few letters but not affecting legibility, verso with some light dust
marking in places & several contemporary manuscript endorsements (affidavit of witness Thomas Bridgwater recording his presence
at the execution of the document, signed by Bridgewater & Alexander Kenzeack, esquire, one of the justices of the court of King’s
Bench and Common Pleas in the Island of Nevis, 2 June 1761; signature of “A Henderson” deputary secretary, recording entry “in
Book M pages 19 & 20” in the Secretary’s office of the island of Nevis, 29 Jan 1765”), in a very good state of preservation.

Containing a rare mid-eighteenth century reference to a synagogue on the Caribbean island of Nevis, this document
of 1 February 1761 records the leasing by Samuel Harris Esq. (d.1773?) to John Ward Esq., both “of the island of
Saint Christopher”, of a piece of land, “by estimation fifteen acres ... bounded to the East with lands belonging to
Ralph Willett Esquire ... To the West with the Common Path ... To the North with lands belonging to the said John
Ward ...To the South with ... the common path leading from the Jews Synagogue ...” A Sephardic Jewish community
on the island of Nevis is recorded from at least the 1670s to the close of the 1760s. The reference in this document
must be to the synagogue at Charlestown (parish of Saint Paul), the capital of the island of Nevis, which is thought
to have been built in the 1680s. Born on Nevis, Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) attended the Jewish school attached to this synagogue in the 1760s.

For mention of this document, see: Vere Langford Oliver, Carribbeana: being miscellaneous papers relating to the
history, genealogy, topography and antiquities of the British West Indies, London, 1910-19, vol. 3, p.226.
£1750
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SUGAR PLANTATION ON ST. KITTS

51. [ST. KITTS.][Conveyance (lease [and release]): Edmund Akers of the Island of St. Christopher,
esquire, to Francis Fane of Sackville Street, Middlesex, esquire: plantation of 55 acres in the parish
of Christ Church Nichola Town, St. Christopher, the release of the following day to be between
Edmund Akers and his wife Rachel to Francis Fane.]
[St. Christopher.] 16 [& 17] August 1754. Manuscript indenture, ink on single of vellum (approx. 68 x 53cm) in English,
borders ruled in red, signed at foot by Edmund Akers with remains of red wax seal bearing impression of armorial fob seal, verso
penned with signatures of witnessesWilliam Lawrance & John Cheares the younger, with affidavit of John Cheares, clerk to John
Baker of St. Christopher, regarding the signature of Edmund Akers, made before RichardWilson, esquire, chief justice of the court
of King’s Bench and Common Pleas of St. Christopher, sworn before Richard Wilson, 24 August 1754, recorded registered as
number 5455 in Book W pages 48-50 at 4pm on Saturday 24 August 1754, light wear along old folds in a few places, blank
verso with some dustiness & remains of small nineteenth century [?] paper label bearing old bookseller’s catalogue description,
very good.

Dated 16 August 1754, this indenture records a transfer of title from the St. Kitts planter Edmund Akers (17101782) to Francis Fane (c.1698-1757) MP, Commissioner for trade and the plantations, of a sugar plantation of
55 acres in the parish of Christ Church Nicola Town on the island of St. Christopher “with all and singular dwelling
houses, boiling houses, mills, stills, coppers and other ... buildings.” The estate is delineated to the North by lands
of John Hutchinson and William Percival, to the East by Scotch Island Gutt and the lands of William Woodley and
Samuel Vanderpoole, to the South by lands of Ralph Willett, esquire, and to the West by lands of John Hutchinson.
For mention of this document, see: Vere Langford Oliver, Carribbeana: being miscellaneous papers relating to the
history, genealogy, topography and antiquities of the British West Indies, London, 1910-19, vol. 4, p. 99.
£950
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WEST INDIAN CONNECTIONS IN PLANTATION OWNER’S WILL

52. [ST.VINCENT.] [Exemplification of the probate of the will (10 December 1774) and four codicils
of Richard Ottley of St. James Westminster, 16 November 1775 and 6 April 1776; Richard Ottley of
Argyll Street; recites marriage settlement agreeing that £20,000 should be invested in the island
of Tobago; names children Drewry Ottley, Elizabeth, Mary Trant, Alice, Richard and Brooke Taylor;
to son Drewry Ottley sum of £1842 current money of Antigua due from his uncle Thomas Warner.]
[London.] 17 October 1791. Manuscript indenture, ink on two joined membranes of vellum (each approx. 82 x 68cm) in English,
embossed paper wafer seal (Prerogative Court of Canterbury?) attached on vellum tag, exemplification certified by signatures of
George Gostling, James Townley & Robert Dodwell, deputy registers, extracted by George Bogg, proctor, Doctors Commons, verso
with manuscript endorsement “Saint Vincent. Recorded in the Registers Office of this island the ninth day of December one
thousand seven hundred and ninety one ...Walter Waters, deputy register”, with ink note “This will was recorded in the year
[17]76 ... destroyed in the hurricane 1780”, verso with some dustiness to docket panel, old folds, very good.
Penned 17 October 1791, this certified copy on two large sheets of vellum of the probate of the will of Richard
Ottley (1730-1775) includes various references to his interests in the West Indies which included estates in Tobago
and a sugar plantation on St. Vincent. The document lists various debts owed to Ottley, many connected with St.
Vincent, including matters concerning Martin Byam (d.1806) of Antigua, “John Hunt of St. Vincents”, Arthur
Freeman [of Antigua], and Samuel Warner [of Antigua]. One of the debts mentions the hiring of slaves.
£750
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TWO SUGAR PLANTATIONS ON ST. KITTS

53. [ST. KITTS.] [Contract to discharge a mortgage of £7000 on plantations on the island of St.
Kitts; William Templer Pole of Shute House in Devon, baronet, and the surviving executors of the
will of John Compton of Manor House in Hampshire (Scrope Berdmore, doctor in divinity, warden of Merton College, Oxford, & Andrew Berkeley Drummond of Charing Cross, Middlesex,
esquire, who are also the testamentary guardians of his eldest son and heir Henry Coombe Compton), George Templer of Pall Mall, esquire, consignee of the produce of the plantations, with the
surviving executors of the mortgagee Peter Leheup of Albermarle Street, St. George Hanover
Square, esquire (Owen Putland Meyrick of Badorgan in Angelsea, esquire & William Lowndes
Stone of Brightwell Baldwin in Oxfordshire, esquire): 1. Nichola Town plantation in the parish of
Christ Church Nichola Town, St. Christopher; 2. Golden Rock plantation in the parish of St. Peter
Basseterre, St. Christopher, with the utensils, slaves & cattle.]
[London.] 23 June 1807. Manuscript indenture, ink on 3 joined membranes of vellum (approx. 71 x 57cm) in English, six signatures at foot of innermost membrane & six red wax seals, verso with contemporary endorsements & witness signatures, verso with
some dustiness to docket panel, small old paper label bearing bookseller’s catalogue description, old folds, very good.

This indenture dated 23 June 1807 concerns a mortgage on two sugar plantations on the Caribbean island of St.
Kitts: Nichola Town plantation in the parish of Christ Church, Nichola Town, and Golden Rock plantation in the
parish of St. Peter Basseterre, with the related utensils, slaves & cattle. The indenture recites extracts from various
deeds charting the ownership of the plantations back to John Mills of Woodford in 1750s.
£750
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EARLY PLANTATIONS ON ANTIGUA

54. [ANTIGUA.] [Assignment; Elizabeth Bridges of Soho Square in Middlesex, gentlewoman, sister
and sole executrix of William Bridges of the Tower of London, esquire, to Captain John Gamble
of Old Court in County Cork, Ireland, on behalf of Henry Powell of Knockmonetry in County
Limerick: 1. Golden Grove plantation, Antigua; 2. Road plantation, formerly called Kates Bay, Antigua.]
[London.] 4 June 1716. Manuscript indenture, ink on single sheet of vellum (approx. 70 x 60cm) in English, engraved initial
heading (“This indenture”), signatures at foot of “John Gamble” & “Elizabeth Bridges” each with red wax seals (largely intact)
bearing armorial fob seal impressions, contemporary embossed blue tax stamp to margin, ruled in red, verso with manuscript endorsement & signatures of witnesses ThomasWilliams, John Turk, Joseph Adams, John Jones, some dust marking to extremities, verso
with dust marking to docket panel & staining along old folds (not affecting text to recto), some light wear to extremities.

Dated 4 June 1716, this is a rare example of an early eighteenth century indenture concerning ownership of and
benefit from plantations on Antigua. Elizabeth Bridges of Soho Square, London, authorises Captain John Gamble
of Old Court in County Cork, Ireland as her attorney in order to recover the arrears of rents and profits from
two plantations in Antigua. The text notes that Captain Gamble, on behalf of Henry Powell of Knockmonetry in
County Limerick, has represented to Elizabeth Bridges that in 1688 Colonel Edward Powell, formerly governor
of Antigua, conveyed the Golden Grove and Road plantations to her brother William Bridges (d.1714) in trust for
the repayment of a debt of £520 to Thomas Trant of London, gent, who with others has been in possession and receiving the income for many years and has now received more than the principal debt and interest. Mention is
made of the will of 1687 or 1688 of Colonel Edward Powell in which he left his plantations to his nephew Edward
Powell, the eldest son of Colonel Powell’s eldest brother Thomas Powell, who also had male issue George Powell
and Henry Powell. Edward and George being both dead without issue Henry Powell was therefore entitled to the
equity of redemption of the plantations, subject to the payment of the debt to Thomas Trant. The description of
the boundaries of the estates includes mention of several other landowners including Captain John Otto, Edward
Chester, Rev. James Feild, George Dewitt, John Yeamons, Mr Polantine (deceased) & Mr. Brookes.

For mention of this document, see: Vere Langford Oliver, The History of the Island of Antigua, London, 1896,
volume 2.
£1750
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SKERRETTS PLANTATION ON ANTIGUA

55. [ANTIGUA.] [Assignment of rights for £4000; John Ellis of Mamhead in Devon, esquire, and
George Ellis of Sunninghill in Berkshire, esquire, trustees of Peter Parker, bt, deceased, with his
grandson Peter Parker of Upper Brook Street, Grosvenor Square, bt, Captain RN, to Christopher
Codrington of Dodington in Gloucestershire, esquire: The Skerretts Plantation (500 acres) in the
parish of St. John, Antigua, with the dwelling house, windmill, boiling house, curing house, still
house and buildings, with all the slaves, cattle and utensils.]
[London.] 9 August 1814, with endorsements 19 August 1815. Manuscript indenture, ink on 3 joined vellum membranes (each
approx. 73 x 58cm) in English, signature of George Ellis at foot, signatures of witnesses to outermost sheet verso (Richard Grant,
Philip Stone, Julius Hutchinson, Henry Kensit the younger), middle sheet verso with endorsements including statement by Marianne
Parker of Upper Brook Street, Grosvenor Square, widow of Sir Peter Parker, also statement by John Ellis (George Ellis having died
7 Apr 1815) of his receipt of £4000, witnessed by Henry John Ridley, MA, clerk and Dr Thomas Street Richardson, clerk, 19
August 1815, some dustiness to docket panel on verso of outermost sheet, old folds, very good.

This indenture of 1814-15 records the assignment to the wealthy slave owner and politician Christopher Bethell
Codrington (1764-1843) by the trustees and grandson of Sir Peter Parker (1785-1814) of rights to a sugar plantation on Antigua called Skerretts. The document recites details concerning the history of ownership of the estate.
Numbering 500 acres in the parish of St. John, it was named after owner Robert Skerrett, later becoming known
as Clare Hall estate.
£750
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BEQUEST OF ESTATES IN ANTIGUA

56. [ANTIGUA.] [Release in respect of a portion under the will of John Lyons; George Rose Lyons,
lieutenant in the East India Company’s battalion of artillery on the Bombay Establishment, fourth
son of John Lyons, to Samuel Athill of the Island of Antigua in the West Indies, esquire, now residing in England, administrator de bonis non of George Rose Lyon’s father John Lyons of St.
Austens in Boldre, Hampshire, esquire, and Norborne Thompson, captain RN, Henry Shepherd
Pearson of Lymington in Hampshire, esquire, and Robert Cutts Barton, captain RN, trustees of
the estate of John Lyons: £2000, charged on his father’s estates in Antigua, to which George Rose
Lyon is entitled under his father’s will.]
[Lymington?] 3 May 1821. Manuscript indenture, ink on single sheet of vellum (approx. 72 x 60cm) in English, engraved
heading “This indenture”, ruled in red, contemporary blue embossed tax stamp in margin, signed at foot by Edmund Lyons (by
power of attorney for George Rose Lyons), verso with signatures of witnesses B.[?] Brown, notary public, Lymington, Hampshire
& clerk Charles Brown, with manuscript endorsements including recording in Antigua Register Office 8 November 1821, verso
with some negligible foxing, old folds, very good.
An owner of extensive sugar plantations in Antigua, the politician John Lyons (1760-1816) was father to eighteen
children over the course of two marriages. George Rose Lyons (1796-1828) was one of five to enter the East India
Company. This document, including details concerning the administration of the will and estates of John Lyons,
bears the signature of another son, Edmund Lyons (1790-1858), naval officer and later an admiral and prominent
diplomat.
£450
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WEST INDIAN PLANTATION ON ISLAND OF MONTSERRAT

57. [MONTSERRAT.] [Defeasance of a judgement debt of £1000; Teresa Trinder of St. Martin in the
Fields, Middlesex, widow, to Francis Gage of London, esquire: judgement of the court of King’s
Bench in £1000 for further security, Hilary term 1717, to be void if the outstanding debt of £632
10s 0d is paid; recites: bond in £1000, Francis Gage to Theresa Trinder’s sister Mary Tuke of St Giles
in the Fields, spinster, to secure a debt of £510, 12 April 1710; judgement of the court of King’s
Bench in £1000 for further security, Hilary term 1717; conveyance to [Thomas Gage] Viscount Gage
in trust for Mary Tuke of a plantation of 260 acres in Montserrat and all Francis Gage’s slaves and
personal estate for 99 years in trust to secure £632 10s 0d principal and interest, 22 May 1723.]
[London.] 22 May 1723. Manuscript indenture, ink on single sheet of vellum (approx. 72 x 65cm) in English, printed calligraphic
opening at head (“This indenture,” incorporating engraved royal British arms), contemporary blue embossed tax stamp in margin,
some areas of foxing, light rubbing in places with a few small tears along old folds (text remaining legible), signed by Teresa
Trinder (& on behalf of her sister Mary Tuke), two red wax seals at foot with impressions of the same armorial fob seal, verso with
docket title & endorsement with signatures of witnessesWilliam Bennetts, Robert Stonyclift, blank verso with some dustiness & remains of small nineteenth century [?] paper label bearing bookseller’s catalogue description, very good.

This indenture dated 22 May 1723 recites the conveyance to Thomas Gage, first viscount Gage (d.1754) of a plantation of 260 acres on the West Indian island of Montserrat, mentioning also that all the slaves belonging to Francis
Gage were included. Son of Sir Edward Gage (d.1707), Francis Gage (d.1729) appears to have been connected to
Montserrat through his marriage to Elizabeth, daughter of John Devereux of Montserrat. Presumably this plantation
can be identified as that which became known as “Gage’s.”
For mention of this document, see: Vere Langford Oliver, Carribbeana: being miscellaneous papers relating to the
history, genealogy, topography and antiquities of the British West Indies, London, 1910-19, vol. 2, p.288.
£750
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MANAGEMENT OF A JAMAICAN SUGAR PLANTATION

58. GREEN, Joseph. [Autograph letter signed, to James
Cruikshank Esq. in London, reporting on the state of
Berry Hill estate, Jamaica.]
Kingston, Jamaica 15 October 1813, autograph letter signed; & copy
letter signed, Jamaica 13 September 1813. 4to (20 x 25cm) [2 1/2]
pages on bifolium, manuscript address panel to verso of second leaf, addressed to “James Cruikshank Esq. ... London”, postal markings, second
leaf with marginal tears from seal opening touching a few letters, old
paper repair at margin covering a few words (these later traced through
in pencil retaining content), old folds, very good.

Sent October 1813 from Jamaica, this letter from attorney
Joseph Green updates James Cruikshank Esq. in London on the
management of the Berry Hill estate following the death of his
brother Capt John Cruikshank (d.1812): “your brother has only
one horse and a mule with a little grey pony belonging to Berry
Hill with one eye and he died of the running farcy soon after
Mrs Cruikshank embarked ... none of the other articles are in
the least deteriorated – Mrs. Cruikshanks negroes shall be valued and the same transmitted to you ... Mr Cruikshank / St
Vincents / plan has long been adopted here by all good planters
... even mules sometimes are not permitted to go on the cane
stocks after a very heavy fall of rain, but the canes carried to
the intervals by negroes ... I am of the opinion that cattle are
more profitable to raise than horses or mules - every attention
will be paid to make Berry Hill profitable ...”
£350
JAMAICAN PLANTATION NEWS POSTED TO LONDON

59. Heale, David. [Autograph letter signed, to Mrs.
[Susanna] Dickson in London, supplying news on the
sugar crop and other matters concerning Moore Hall
plantation, Jamaica.]
St. Marys [Jamaica],12 September 1800, autograph letter signed; &
copy letter signed, Jamaica 24 July 1800. 4to (20 x 24cm) [2 1/2]
pages on bifolium, manuscript address panel to verso of second leaf, addressed to “Mrs Dickson care of Messrs.Timperon Litt & Harrison merchants London”, postal markings, marginal tears from seal opening not
touching text, old folds, very good.

This letter sent September 1800 addressed to Mrs. [Susanna?]
Dickson in London concerns Moore Hall plantation in St.
Marys, Jamaica. The writer David Heale advises on rum production, the market for rum, prices of steers, mules, the sugar
crop, plans for shipping quantities of sugar to London and other
related matters: “I will name some English preserves or jellys,
or a choice, but small stilton or other cheese occasionally, as articles which I shall gratefully receive from so kind a donor – the
value of those articles here, must in a great measure depend on
a quick passage and should therefore be put on board the ship
when she is on the eve of sailing ... I hope Messrs Timperon &
c. will be able to send you some shattocks & coconuts from the
ships St. George, Dominica or Royal George on their arrival in
England ...”
£350
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INHERITING SUGAR PLANTATIONS IN ANTIGUA

60. LOVELL, Langford. [Autograph
letter signed, to Christopher Bethell
Esq., with news from Antigua, including details of the visit to the island made by Bethell’s nephew
[Christopher Bethell Codrington],
discussions concerning the sale of
several plantations, an update on
the sugar crop and comments on the
French Revolution and outbreak of
war.]
Antigua, 12 April 1793; & copy letter signed
Antigua 12 March 1793. Autograph letter
signed. Folio (25 x 40.5cm) [2 1/2 ] pages in
total, on bifolium, verso of second leaf of bifolium with manuscript address panel to
“Christopher Bethell Esq. Anti Gallican Coffeehouse London” with related postal markings,“Antigua” handstamp, remains of seal in red wax,
second leaf with small marginal tear from seal
opening (no loss of text), old folds, very good.

This substantial letter addressed to the
plantation owner Christopher Bethell
(d.1797) of Durhams, South Mimms, Middlesex, was penned from the Caribbean island of Antigua in 1793 by attorney
Langford Lovell (1732-1795).The two letters here (12 April & 12 March) include
details of a visit to Antigua in 1793 made
by Bethell’s “nephew”, presumably the
plantation owner Christopher Bethell Codrington (1764-1843), who would inherit Bethell’s estates in the West
Indies in 1797 and had already inherited substantial holdings from another uncle, Sir William Codrington (17191792). Mention is made of visits to various locations in Antigua including Bolans and Jennings, with note of a
planned to trip to Barbuda. During his stay Codrington appears to have been engaged in collecting information
concerning Skerretts, an estate on Antigua. Also there is much discussion on the question of whether the executors
of the will of a “Mr Martin”, perhaps Samuel Martin (1714-1788), could legally bring certain estates on Antigua
to sale for payment of arrears due, with mention of legal opinions being sought from “Mr Mansfield,” most
probably the lawyer Sir James Mansfield (1734-1821). Other content includes comments on news of the execution
of French king Louis XVI, the outbreak of war, and notes on shipping and the Antigua sugar crop: “we are proceeding in taking off our present crop, but it will not come up to the expect[atio]n of many planters, for we find
upon many estates, a fourth at least of it destroyed by borer lodged rotten and rat-eaten canes ...”
£950

57

Samuel Gedge

Rare books, manuscripts, prints & drawings

JAMAICAN POLITICS & YELLOW FEVER - TWO WEALTHY PLANTERS WRITE

61. SHIRLEY, Henry. [Autograph letter signed, to Stephen Fuller in London, concerning the election of Roland Sewell as agent in England for the Jamaica Assembly and other matters concerning
the island.]
Kingston [Jamaica.] 16 November 1794. Autograph letter signed. 4to (19 x 22cm) [3] pages on bifolium, second leaf with marginal tear from seal opening (not touching text), verso with manuscript address panel & postal markings, old folds, very good.
[TOGETHER WITH]

TAYLOR, Simon. [Autograph letter signed, to Stephen Fuller in London, concerning the election
of Roland Sewell as agent in England for the Jamaica Assembly.]
Kingston Jamaica, 13 December 1794. Autograph letter signed. 4to (20 x 24cm) [1] page on bifolium, second leaf with marginal
tear from seal opening (not touching text), verso with manuscript address panel & postal markings, old folds, very good.

Sent from Jamaica to London addressed to Stephen Fuller (1716-1799), from 1764 to 1794 agent in England for
the Jamaica Assembly, these two letters were penned by wealthy planters Henry Shirely II (1745-1812) and Simon
Taylor (1739-1813), both supporters of Fuller writing to him after his loss of the post of agent following the appointment of Robert Sewell (1751-1828) by vote of the assembly in 1794.Taylor, one of the richest men in Jamaica
(see: ODNB), explains in detail the political machinations behind the voting in of Sewell. In addition to discussion
of the election Shirley provides a list of how each assembly member voted, also writing with details concerning
the “fatal pestilential fever” afflicting several parishes of Jamaica, commenting on losses to the army and navy as a
result of infection and noting how plantation slaves were not affected.
£650
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CARIBBEAN MERCANTILE NEWS SENT FROM JAMAICA

62. [WILLIAM LECKIE
& CO.][Letter signed,
to George Leckie Esq.
in London, with news
of the capture by
Spanish privateers of
the storeship General
Goddard, and related
mercantile
matters
concerning Jamaica
and the Caribbean.]
Jamaica, 8 December 1799,
with copy letter Jamaica, 1
December 1799. Letter signed.
4to (18.5 x 22.5cm) [6]
pages on 2 bifolia, address leaf
frayed with old repair (no loss
of text of letters, small section
of paper toning to one leaf),
old folds.

Merchants of Scottish descent resident in London, the Leckie family built up a business trading in dry goods
between England, the Caribbean and the United States. The two letters here, penned Jamaica 1 & 8 December
1799, were sent by William Leckie & Co. to George Leckie in London with mercantile news from Jamaica and
further afield: “The General Goddard is generally supposed to be captured, having parted with the fleet when
chased by a Spanish ship of the line & a frigate ... We have not yet opened any of the goods ... the quantity now in
Kingston is thought to be greater than ever was known at one time & the Spanish trade has suffered so severely
from out own cruisers as well as the strictness of the Spanish governors that there is literally no foreign trade ...
We are at this time claiming several Spanish vessels with licences on behalf of Mr Jn. Knox of New Providence ...
The judge of the Court of Admiralty here is a man of so little firmness or penetration ... he is in our opinion the
greatest enemy the trade in the seas has to encounter ... The general opinion notwithstanding is that Toussaint will
not carry matters to extremity with us & that any British vessels that may happen to be at St. Domingo will not
be confiscated ...”
£350
PLANTATION SUGAR SHIPPED FROM PORT ROYAL JAMAICA

63. [JAQUES, LAING & EWING.] [Letter signed, addressed
to William Philip Perrin Esqr., concerning shipments of
sugar sailing from Port Royal, Jamaica, together with some
notes on growing conditions on his plantations.]
Jamaica, 31 October 1801. Letter signed. 4to (20 x 24cm) [1 1/2] pages on
bifolium, small marginal tear to second leaf from seal opening not touching
text, verso with manuscript address panel & related postal markings, old folds,
very good.
Dated 31 October 1801, this letter was sent from Jamaica by agents
Jacques, Laing & Ewing to London, addressed to William Philip Perrin
Esq., the owner of the substantial plantations Blue Mountain, Vere
and Grange Hill: “we beg leave to acquaint you of the following shipments from your estates by the fleet appointed to sail from Port Royal
on the 4th of next month and expected to rendezvous as usual at Port
Antonio ...” Details of the ships and quantities of sugar are noted together with some details on the weather and growing conditions on
Perrin’s plantations. The letter was sent care of the merchants Davidson & Graham of 14 Fenchurch Buildings, London.
£350
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BAPTIST MISSIONARY WRITES FROM JAMAICA

64. HUME, James. [Autograph letter signed, to Revd. Joseph Angus, concerning the ministry of
the Baptist missions at Mount Nebo and Mount Hermon, Jamaica.]
M[oun]t Hermon Jamaica, June 19th 1849. Autograph letter signed. 4to (20 x 25cm) [3] pages penned on bifolium, small marginal tear from seal opening touching a few letters, verso of second leaf with manuscript address panel & postal stamps & markings,
old folds, very good.

Revd. James Hume writes from Jamaica 19 June 1849 to London, updating Revd. Joseph Angus, secretary to the
Baptist Missionary Society, with news of the progress of the Baptist churches at Mount Nebo and Mount Hermon.
He notes the departure of “Mr. Ingram”, the hiring of “Mr Tunley”, details of the precarious financial situation, repairs and renovations to the chapels, and requests alterations to his subscriptions for missionary publications. Hume
had been sent to Jamaica in 1843.
£350
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